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Seed exports go ‘from strength to 

strength’ 

The New Zealand grain and seeds sector continues to perform outstandingly well on the global stage 

boosting exports by value  and volume  year on year according to NZ Grain and Seeds Trade 

Association general manager Thomas Chin. 

 

“The total value of exports jumped 25% in 2012 compared with 2011 to $168m which is a record for 

the sector and compares with just $50m or $60m 10 years ago so we are going from strength to 

strength.” 

 

The largest five markets by rank for year ending 2012 are the Netherlands ($53m), Australia ($21m), 

United States ($11m), Japan ($10m) and Germany ($9.5m). Strongest growth came from the 

Netherlands (51%), the United States (113%), Germany (62%) and South Korea (48%).  

 

New Zealand’s largest seed export products are vegetable seeds ($70m), ryegrass ($60m), clover 

(20%) and forage ($8m). 

 

Chin notes the exceptional growth has been achieved despite challenging global economic 

conditions world-wide and because of this he says the industry is optimistic it can continue to grow 

strongly in the future. 

 

The sector is not resting on its laurels either with Chin confident the sector can and will do much 

better again in the coming years by building on past successes. 

 

“The industry has ambitions of 50% growth by 2025, to be achieved through increased value and 

volume of production. The value increase would come from moving up the value chain into niche 

grain and vegetable seeds.” 

 

Chin adds the performance of the grain and seeds sector has not gone unnoticed by staff at the 

Ministry for Primary Industries.   “In its Situation and Outlook for Primary Industries that the sector 

continues to perform well and its medium term growth prospects are good.” 

 

He says some of this growth will come from increasing production volume, from 40,000 to 60,000 

hectares, although cropping land competes with dairying and the practice is water intensive so will 

face some competition and escalating costs securing land and water rights. “Further growth will 

come from a move up the value chain and an increasing focus on niche vegetable seeds and grains”.  

 

Chin says growth will come from higher value products and technologies following Research and 

Development investment. Some of this investment will come from public funds such as the Primary 

Growth Partnership and the Sustainable Farming Fund, although finding projects of large enough 

scale may be a challenge. “The industry will aggressively protect its intellectual property, for both 

technologies and plant varieties it develops,” he says. 



 

The sector itself is taking the lead when it comes to financing research and development having 

spent $20m over the past year to further improve seed quality and productivity as well as research 

relating to improving storage, processing, cleaning and transport. 

 

“What we are aiming to do is to produce pasture and vegetable seed varieties which are capable of 

coping well with extreme climatic conditions, resist pests and give high yields thereby opening up 

more markets for us.”  

 

Apart of this push, new crops such as poppies and hemp seed are being developed Chin describes as 

very innovative and says there is no lack of demand for these products. “Changes to health 

regulations could comfortably take us to the export goal.” 

A further opportunity is through accessing development funds, managed by MFAT’s International 

Development Group. This may lead to longer term development and commercial interests in new 

regions. 

He says this target dovetails neatly with the government’s stated aim of boosting the total value of 

all agriculture and primary sector exports by 50% by 2025. 

 


