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Future	in	Premium	Seeds	

The key to the seeds sector meeting its ambitious export growth target will be eliminating non-tariff 

barriers such as technical standards and having predictable sanitary and phyto-sanitary regulations 

to new markets especially in Asia says NZ Grain and Seed Trade Association general manager 

Thomas Chin. 

 

“The seeds sector in New Zealand is focused on growing high value premium seeds and this is where 

we see the future of the industry.’’    

 

This being the case Chin sees the growing middle class emerging in many Asian countries and to a 

lesser extent South America as providing a major springboard for growth. 

 

“The new and emerging middle class in these countries want high quality food and we are well 

placed to supply the seed to allow those countries to grow the food those middle class people are 

demanding.”  

 

Chin says the free trade negotiations underway with Colombia, Taiwan, South Korea and India bode 

well for the seeds sector. 

 

If those markets open up there could be a huge upside for the seeds sector.” He notes the 

Colombian market is particularly appealing to New Zealand as despite its tropical latitude, due to the 

high elevation of much of the country, climatically it is similar to much of pastoral farming regions of 

New Zealand. This means seed varieties produced and developed in New Zealand are well suited to 

the South American country.  

 

The most urgent market access issue relates to getting back into the potentially huge China market 

which New Zealand has been shut out of since 2011 says Chin.  

 

“The industry estimates brassica seed exports into China were valued at $5M per annum and 

growing fast two years ago at the time they were prohibited due to a blackleg fungus discovery. We 

estimate that re-opening the China market for the brassica category would increase exports by $20-

$30m within 3-5years.” 

 

The Ministry for Primary Industries is working with the seeds industry to try to resolve this issue but 

Chin says the seeds sector is frustrated at the lack of urgency with which the Ministry for Primary 

Industry is tackling the issue. 

 

“We have been told by the MPI that the issue is not a ‘high’ priority for them which is a concern for 

us. Although our exports to China are small compared with dairy exports for example there is plenty 

of potential for growth. Exports to China could reach $50m a year which is huge for the industry but 

the longer we are shut out of the market the greater the competitive edge other grain and seed 

producing countries gain in China. They will simply take our market share.” 

 



Chin says the industry has developed a bio-security management plan to ensure no further seed is 

exported to China with the blackleg fungus present. This plan is believed to be with Chinese officials 

for analysis and hopefully approval. However, he says the association has no idea where that plan is, 

what its status is, nor whether or not the situation is being followed up by MPI officials here in New 

Zealand or in China. Chin says the situation is becoming urgent. 

 

“Another spring sowing season is approaching and if we do not get approval within the next month 

or so then we will miss another season’s export opportunity to China.” 


