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Industry update on the Seed CerƟficaƟon InformaƟon System 

The New Zealand Seeds Authority (NZSA), Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) and AsureQuality 
Steering Group overseeing the development and implementaƟon of the Seed CerƟficaƟon InformaƟon 
System (SCIS) have decided to pause the use of SCIS for the remainder of the 2024-2025 crop season. 

What does this mean for crops already entered in SCIS? 

Since SCIS went live in March 2024, SCIS and the AsureQuality SeedCert system have been run in 
parallel. This means that informaƟon entered by growers and merchants into SCIS for the 2024-2025 
crop season is already in SeedCert, so current crops can conƟnue through the normal cerƟficaƟon 
process.  

 For grower applicaƟons which are ‘Approved’ in SCIS, the plan is now to revert to the use of 
exisƟng systems and processes that have been in place for a number of years. This will include 
the provision of the grower’s declaraƟon and field dressed (FD) labels to growers following 
harvest. Processors will revert to ordering labels and seed tesƟng applicaƟons using the 
AGC10 form.  

 There is sƟll a number of grower applicaƟons which require further informaƟon from growers 
and merchants before they can be “Approved” and undergo inspecƟons. AsureQuality and 
NZSA will conƟnue to contact those growers in this posiƟon to support the progression of 
these applicaƟons. Growers and merchants may be requested by AsureQuality, on a case-by-
case basis, to conƟnue using SCIS to provide the necessary informaƟon for applicaƟons to be 
approved. 

Why won’t SCIS be used for the remainder of the 2024-2025 crop season? 

Overall, there has been significant progress made with SCIS and good uptake of the system across 
growers and merchants, with over 2700 crops being entered into the seed schemes. There have 
however been several iniƟal challenges, parƟcularly with crop re-entries and the presentaƟon of label 
images in SCIS. 

The Steering Group determined that not all components would be in place to ensure SCIS could 
support cerƟficaƟon acƟviƟes from the point of harvest onwards. AddiƟonal Ɵme is needed to resolve 
criƟcal funcƟonality within SCIS, update SCIS user guides and for MPI Approved OrganisaƟons (MAO) 
to update their documented systems, as well as providing more opportuniƟes for training. Resolving 
these will provide the industry with a system and process that meets its needs and delivers long-term 
effecƟveness. 

The Steering Group sƟll has some work to do, including refinement of SCIS funcƟonality for growers’ 
applicaƟons, label ordering and laboratory tesƟng. We plan to work with a pilot group of stakeholders 
to administer in SCIS a small proporƟon of cerƟfied crop from this season right through to compleƟon 
as finalised machine dressed lots. This will provide the opportunity to check SCIS is operaƟng as 
expected for all users before the 2025-2026 crop season. 

 

 



 
 

2025-2026 crops 

With the Steering Group conƟnuing to work towards full SCIS implementaƟon, the pause to SCIS usage 
by industry will not be for long. It is intended for grower applicaƟons, variety producƟon rights and 
grower producƟon rights for next seasons planted crops (2025-2026) to be entered into SCIS and the 
crops carried through their full cerƟficaƟon lifecycle in the new system. 

 

Any quesƟons contact: 

George Gerard – Chair NZSA 
ggerard@pggwrightsonseeds.co.nz or 027 447 4807 
 
Pat Ryan – Manager NZSA 
patryan@nzseedsauthority.co.nz or 027 442 1021 
 
Evan Johnston – Coordinator NZSA 
evan@nzseedsauthority.co.nz or 027 333 3480 
 


