AsureQuality IVA reminder on MPI Approved Organisation surveillance audit requirements.
Are you a seed processor, merchant or freight forwarder and an MPI Approved Organisation (MAO)? 
Due to New Zealand’s geographical location, our seed industry is uniquely placed to provide multiplication and re-export seed to the world. To ensure ongoing market access, it is critical that overseas trading partners have confidence in New Zealand’s phytosanitary and seed varietal assurances.
The Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) contracts IVAs to audit MAOs at a pre-determined frequency. This includes both announced system audits and unannounced surveillance audits during operating periods and is required under the MPI Technical Standard: Audit. This is to ensure that MAOs completing phytosanitary and seed varietal activities understand, and are operating to, their MPI approved system.
All MAOs must notify their IVA of the commencement and completion of operating periods to ensure unannounced audits occur when the MAO is operating, as required under the MPI Certification Standard: Organisation Requirements. You can do this by contacting IVA@asurequality.com.
If you have any specific concerns about unannounced surveillance audits, please email the AsureQuality IVA Technical Manager Jo.Risk@AsureQuality.com and your concerns will be presented to MPI for consideration.

