
NZGSTA NEWSLETTER MAY JUNE 2021 

This newsletter covers the following items of interest: 
 
 

 SCIS Update 
 Detection of pepino mosaic virus in New Zealand 
 AIMI Cereal Report 
 Import conditions for Carrot and Fennel seed for Sowing to Australia 
 ZERO rated Biosecurity Levy – industry consultation 
 PVR Act Reform 
 Biosecurity - Report a Pest or Disease 
 NZGSTA no longer accepting cheques 

 
Events 

 Women’s Forum 
 Grain & Seed Trade Golf Day 
 United Wheat Growers – Grain Growing Awards 
 NZGSTA Grains & Pulses Forum – registrations open 
 NZGSTA Annual Conference – registrations open 
 ISF Congress – postponed 
 APSA 

 
 
Seed Certification Information System Update 
This represents a significant opportunity for the association, and we acknowledge the contribution 
members have made to the project so far.  
As has been communicated in recent months, the project is taking extra time than was budgeted for, 
primarily due to increasing complexity - however it is vital this is done accurately as it will have a major 
effect on ensuring the seed certification system is fit for purpose when it is released. 
The Project team is continuing to work through the analysis and design phases for the third 
development cycle of the SCIS project and we will provide regular progress updates as they become 
available.   
 
Detection of pepino mosaic virus in New Zealand 
In late April, MPI advised that the pepino mosaic virus (PepMV) had been detected in a Auckland 
commercial greenhouse facility. PepMV, mainly affects greenhouse-grown tomatoes, but can also 
affect aubergine and potatoes.  
 
There is no record of PepMV affecting any of our seed or grain crops. Also, at this stage there is no 
confirmation that seed is responsible for this incursion. 
 
Due to the fact NZGSTA members include vegetable seed importers we have asked the Seed Grain & 
Readiness (SGRR) entity under the Government Industry Agreement (GIA) on biosecurity (who are 
working with other industry partners) to act as an observer in the governance and decision making 
processes related to the incursion. 
 
AIMI Cereal Report 
The latest Arable Industry Marketing Initiative (AIMI) survey estimating size of the 2021 NZ harvest of 
the 6 key cereal crops as at 1 April 2021, found: 
 



 Milling wheat: Total tonnage of 100,600t was DOWN 1% compared to last year’s harvest 
101,300t 
 Feed wheat: Total tonnage 316,000 t was DOWN 9% compared to 346,800t 
 Feed barley: Total tonnage 246,300 t was DOWN 5% compared to 258,500 t 
 Malting barley: Total tonnage of 59,600 t was DOWN by 21% compared to 75,000t 
 Milling oats: Total tonnage of 17,500 t was DOWN by 31% compared to 13,300t 
 Feed oats: Total tonnage of 17,400 t was DOWN by 60% compared to 11,000 t 

 
The total crop harvest tonnage in 2021 of 757,900 t was DOWN 6% compared to 806,000t in 2020. 
 
The total area under crop in 2021 of 92,200h was DOWN 3% compared to 95,400h in 2020. 
 
 
Import conditions for Carrot and Fennel seed for Sowing to Australia 
MPI has notified  the Association changes to the import conditions for Daucus carota (carrot) and 
Foeniculum vulgare (fennel) seed for sowing to Australia. 
 
Key points: 

1. the Australian Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment (DAWE) (the 
Department) has suspended the mandatory fungicide treatment requirement for import 
of Daucus carota (carrot) and Foeniculum vulgare (fennel) seeds for sowing. This is to allow 
the stakeholders time to identify and provide a submission on proposed alternative risk 
mitigation measures equivalent to fungicidal treatment, for consideration by the department. 
Information on the recognition of alternative measures for seeds for sowing are provided in 
Section 4.5 of the department’s Final review of import conditions for apiaceous vegetable 
seeds for sowing 

2. An import permit is still required for fennel and carrot seed for sowing imports to Australia. 
3. All other import conditions for carrot and fennel seed for sowing remain in place, as per 

the BICON change notices issued on 30 March 2021. 

DAWE will review the implementation of the fungicide treatment requirement by October 2021. 
 
 
ZERO-rated Biosecurity Levy – Industry Consultation 
As indicated in our March/April newsletter the Association, as a party to the Seed Grain & Readiness 
Response (SGRR), has been seeking industry input on a proposal for a Biosecurity Levy to fund any 
agreed incursion response activities under Government Industry Agreement on biosecurity (GIA) 
arrangements. [The SGRR parties are: NZGSTA, New Zealand Flour Millers Association, Federated 
Farmers Arable Industry Group, UWG and FAR]. 
 
The SGRR proposed that the Biosecurity Levy for arable and seed crops including non-forage seeds, 
cereals, maize and forage seed will be zero (0) rated until such time as a response is initiated. 
 
The levy is applicable only when there is a SGRR decision to proceed; when a specific species/industry 
group is deemed affected and if an exacerbater cannot be identified. 
 
If you haven’t already, please provide your feedback by the end of this month so we can formulate a 
position and respond to MPI. 
 
 
 



PVR Act Reform – Public Submissions OPEN 
The Plant Variety Rights Amendment Bill was introduced into Parliament on 11th May 2021. The Bill 
aims to align the legislation with the globally agreed International Convention for the Protection of 
New Varieties of Plants (UPOV) 1991 and replaces the Plant Variety Rights Act 1987, modernising the 
regime. 
 
The Bill will be referred to the Economic Development, Science and Innovation select committee for 
consideration. Parliament’s Economic Development, Science and Innovation Committee has advised 
that the closing date for submissions is Thursday, 01 July 2021. 

Elsewhere, MBIE are preparing a discussion document to set out proposals for regulations to support 
the new PVR regime and their approach to reviewing PVR fees.  
 
The Bill can be viewed at:  

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/bill/government/2021/0035/latest/LMS352239.html?src=qs 

https://www.facebook.com/EDSISCNZ 

 

Biosecurity – Report a Pest or Disease 
Call MPI as soon as you’ve found something. 
Delay can make it harder for MPI to investigate. 
Photograph it and catch it, if it’s safe to do so. 
Early detection of harmful new pests and diseases is a vital part of MPI biosecurity system.  Every 
New Zealander has a responsibility to be vigilant for and report suspected new organisms. 
 
For full details click on the link below or phone 0800 80 99 66 
 
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/biosecurity/how-to-find-report-and-prevent-pests-and-diseases/report-a-
pest-or-disease/  
 
NZGSTA No longer accepting Cheques 
From 1st July 2021, NZGSTA will no longer be accepting cheques.  This is due to BNZ (and other banking 
organisations phasing out the use of cheques.  This means any payments being made by a cheque 
must be received and deposited with NZGSTA by 30th June 2021. 
 
 
EVENTS 
Women in Seed Forum 
 
A recent turn out of women engaged in employment within the Seed Industry shows the future of 
diversity within the sector is looking good. 
 
The second NZGSTA Women in Seed Forum was held at Riccarton Park Function Centre on the 19th of 
May and attended by 108 women from the Seed Industry. The roles of these women varied from 
agronomists, lab technicians, logistics roles, administrative roles, account managers, research 
technicians, grain traders, farmers and those passionate about the grain and seed industries. 
 



Developed and hosted by the New Zealand Grain and Seed Trade Association, Executive Councillor 
Charlotte Connoley said “the purpose of the forum was to provide more opportunities for networking 
amongst women within the industry in addition to providing a platform for further discussion and 
collaboration around key challenges and opportunities that face the grain and seed industries.” 
 
Connoley is Managing Director of vegetable seed sales company South Pacific Seed Sales based in 
Pukekohe and was the first woman in 100 years of the organisations history to gain a place on the 
Executive council back in 2019. Evident by the number of attendees at this year’s forum and the 
passion many showed for the success of the industry it seems likely that before long Connoley will be 
followed by other women onto the executive council. 
The opening address by Nicola Grigg, National MP for Selwyn and National spokesperson for women 
shared insights into National’s policy for Agribusiness and their approach to “make bad bills better”. 
Grigg spoke of the legacy her Grandmother, Mary Grigg who was elected MP for what was the mid-
Canterbury electorate in 1942, and shared excerpts from some of her speeches which even back then 
supported the significant contribution that arable farmers made to the country through food security. 
 
CEO for the Foundation for Arable Research, Alison Stewart’s address on the future challenges the 
arable sector may meet and the work being done to address these from carbon emissions, to crop 
rotations, getting New Zealanders to support NZ grown grains and everything in between captivated 
the audience of women and was much of the focus of discussions throughout the day. 
 
Other speakers included Deb Francis Principal of Ag Recruit with some thoughts on Career Planning, 
job satisfaction, what support do you need in your role, how to prepare for job interviews.  Milly Taylor 
Key Account Manager from Mainfreight Air & Ocean provided insight on the current air and ocean 
freight challenges in respect of import and export for the seed and grain industries and how Covid has 
affected the freight industry. 
 
Sponsored by Jarden fund managers, the Two Raw Sisters, Margo and Rosa shared their passion for 
plant based foods and a demonstration on easy ways to use plants in cooking and baking. As Gen Z’s 
and with a following on social media these inspiring young ladies gave the audience a clear 
understanding of the knowledge gap that exists in understanding the products of the seed and grain 
industry with limited visibility on where to source New Zealand grown grains and seeds. 
 
Over lunch attendees got an opportunity to network with their peers and through a workshop 
coordinated by Lesley Woudberg, tackled the real issues facing the industry and explored possible 
avenues for addressing these in the immediate as well as future. 
 
The range of speakers was key to the success of the day with everything covered off from wills and 
relationship property thanks to Alana Crampton from Tavendale & Partners, through to wheat gross 
margins and the increasing use of biologicals.  
 
The forum concluded with a reminder by Megan van Leishout of Soul Nourishment of the importance 
of “US” and to take time to build mental resilience to better meet the ongoing pressures faced by 
modern women. 
 
Connoley was thrilled with the attendance and level of engagement “Women have a unique 
perspective and are often under represented at the decision making levels of organisations, so it’s 
great to be able to get together and discuss the big issues and provide our knowledge from all areas 
of the industry to finding solutions to these”. 
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(For more photos go to NZGSTA Facebook page) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Grain & Seed Trade Golf Day – May 2021 
The Ashburton Grain & Seed Association & New Zealand Grain & Seed Trade Association held the 
annual Ambrose Golf Day on Thursday 20th May on a perfect Canterbury autumn day. 
 
Hosted by the Tinwald Golf Club with around 80 players made up of association members, managers, 
agents, office and store staff the day started with a BBQ by Corteva.  Teams playing 18 holes teed off 
at 11am followed by those playing 9 holes at 12pm.   
 
With the Duncan Storrier trophy up for grabs, the 2020 defending team from Speciality Seeds were 
keen to retain the trophy and played a great first 9 holes.  However, being a game of 18 holes, the 
pressure took over and with only 2.75 shots between first and second the team from Hamburg Sud 
took out the win and the trophy.   
 
The Hamburg team members were Mark Ryan, Grant Milner, David King and Gordon Kenton with a 
score of 55 shots; followed by second place Speciality Seeds with 57.75 shots. 
 
As players finished their round, Mainfreight was there to help players refuel with an afternoon BBQ 
and reflect on the day.   
 
A great day out was had by all and industry members got the opportunity to network and catch up. 
 
Thank you to all those who took part in the day and sponsors to help make the day a success. 
 

      
 
 

     
 

     
 



 
 

   
 
Hamburg Sud winners of the Duncan Storrier Trophy – Mark Ryan, Grant Milner, David King, Gordon 
Kenton 
 
(For more photos go to NZGSTA Facebook page) 
 
 
NZGSTA Grains & Pulses Forum – 15th June, 2021 – Registrations Open 
The Association’s third annual Grains & Pulses forum, is being held at the Lincoln Events Centre, 
Tuesday 15th June from 9:30am-12:30pm.  There is no cost for attendees, however pre-registration is 
required. 
 
The fourm features eight industry experts speaking on topical matters, followed by a BBQ.   
 
Programme  
8:30am – Registration, tea/coffee on arrival 
9.00am – Nick Tuffley – ASB – “NZ Agri Market Outlook 
9.30am – Two Raw Sisters – Margo & Rosa Flanagan – “Plant Based Foods & Trends” 
10.00am – Rachel Baker – Kellogg Rural Leader & Ag Consultant  
 “NZ Grain vs Palm Kernel – sustainability and consumer preferences” 
10.30am – Khan Sayer – Viterra NZ  
                   “Who is Viterra? Imported Feed Trends, Opportunities for the NZ Feed Grain Industry” 
11:00am – Mark Ross – AgCarm - “Operating in a highly regulated environment: Risks & Threats” 



11:30pm – Simon McCormick – Watties Heinz – “Pea Market Trends” 
12.00pm – Colin Hurst – Federated Farmers – “A Growers view of the Treats & Opportunities” 
12.15pm – Brian Leadley – United Wheat Growers – “QA Grainz Update, Competition Update” 
12.30pm – BBQ Lunch sponsored by Mainfreight 
 
To register please see the NZGSTA website or click on the following link:  
 
https://www.nzgsta.co.nz/grains-pulses-forum-june-2021/ 
 
 
 
United Wheat Growers – Grain Growing Awards – 7th July, 2021 
UWG, Federated Farmers and the NZGSTA are inviting entries from growers in the annual wheat 
awards to be held at the Vines, Harewood, Christchurch.  
 
Crops harvested in 2021 are eligible for entry in the following classes: Premium milling wheat, milling 
wheat, gristing wheat, feed wheat and biscuit wheat.  Each class has a 1st, 2nd and 3rd place prize.   Entry 
forms are available online by following the link http://www.uwg.co.nz/news.cfm .   
 
New for 2021 will be the NZGSTA’s Agronomist of the Year Award.  The award is designed to recognise 
an agronomist who has an endless knowledge of crop production and goes above and beyond to make 
sure the best possible crop is produced by growers.   
The nomination form is available from Jade McCormick and is below. 
 
For any more information contact please contact Jade from Federates Farmers on 027 803 1049 or 
email Jade at: jmccormick@fedfarm.org.nz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



NZGSTA ANNUAL Conference – Registrations Open 
Registration for the 2021 NZGSTA Annual Conference are now open. Conference will be held on 20th -
21st October 2021 at the Intercontintral, Wellington. 
 
 
 

 
 
Conference speakers include Dr Anne Bardsley, Penny Clark Hall, Professor Derrick Moot and Penny 
Nelson, along with presentations from sponsors. 
 
To view the full Conference information, including registration, program, and hotel link, please visit 
the NZGSTA website or click here https://www.nzgsta.co.nz/nzgsta-conference-2021-new/ 

Conference will bring together our seed industry colleagues from across the country and there will be 
a great opportunity to catch up on industry affairs and key players forage and turf, grains and pulses, 
vegetable seed and services to seed business groups. 
 
Welcome drinks and a cocktail function will be held at Parliament on Wednesday night with business 
dress attire required, Thursday night you will be hosted at Te Papa for the Gala Dinner. 
 
Sponsorship opportunities, which are a great way to support the Conference, are available. Please 
contact Sharon on 349 8430, 021 884 744 or email sharon.dawe@seedindustrynz.co.nz  
 
 
 
ISF Congress – Postponed 
ISF has advised that this year’s World Seed Congress 2021 in Barcelona has been delayed to next year, 
2022. 
 
Because of the COVID situation the 2021 event has been shifted to a fully virtual congress setup, which 
will be accessible to everyone for free on 5th – 7th July 2021. 
 
 
APSA - New Zealand keen to host APSA 2023 
 
NZGSTA Executive Council confirmed this week it will bid to host the Asian Seed Congress in 2023 in 
Christchurch. Undoubtedly, this will be a showcase event for our industry and NZ. 
 
A financial feasibility evaluation has been completed and a bid proposal is to be developed by October 
2021 for the Asia and Pacific Seed Association (APSA). Bangladesh has also indicated an interest to 
host the event. 
 
 


