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This newsletter covers the following items of interest: 
 

 NZGSTA New President and Vice President 
 NZGSTA established protocols for managing export seed to Lyttleton Port 
 Seed certification statistics 
 AIMI cereal survey 
 Arable report - SOPI 
 Seed Certification Information system – update 
 OECD label security issues 
 New Parliamentary session 
 Plant Variety Rights Amendment Bill 
 Cereal Performance Trials 
 ISTA Rules 
 North Canterbury annual golf day - 20 May 2021 
 NZGSTA Grains & Pulses forum – 15 June 2021, Lincoln 
 International Seed Federation Congress 5-7 July 2021 
 United Wheat Growers – Grain Growing Awards – 7 July 2021, Christchurch 
 2021 International Seed Federation Congress 5-7 July 2021, Spain 
 NZGSTA Conference - 20-21 October 2021, Wellington 
 New Members 
 NZGSTA 2021 Scholarship Recipient 
 NZGSTA 2020 Scholarship Recipient - Update 

 
NZGSTA New President and Vice President 
In November George Gerard, President of the Association notified the Association’s Executive Council 
that he wished to resign. 
 
At a Council meeting held in December Michael Hales (Barenbrug) was unanimously elected President 
of the Association. He takes on the role until the Association’s Annual General Meeting to be held in 
October 2021. 
 
Evan Johnson continues as Vice President and the filling of the vacant General Councillor role will be 
advised shortly. 
 
The current NZGSTA Executive Council is as follows: 

 Michael Hales – President 
 Evan Johnston – Vice President, & Chair Services to Seed 
 Callum Davidson - Chair Forage & Turf Business Group 
 Ed Luisetti – Chair Grains & Pulses Business Group 
 Charlotte Connoley – Chair Vegetable Seed Business Group 
 Mark Johnson – General Councillor 
 Tom Sherratt – General Councillor 
 tba – General Councillor – vacancy 

 
 
NZGSTA established protocols for managing export seed to Lyttleton Port 
With the Lyttleton Port Company Vehicle Booking System (for container exchange) and ongoing issues 
with our severely congested port sector these developments carry major implications for seed 



companies over the impending busy export season, namely accessing container availability, changing 
shipping schedules, delays for container deliveries and higher costs. 
 
To assist exporters to work through the various logistic challenges the Association in conjunction with 
seed processors and transporters have proactively established a voluntary and educative protocol for 
our seed exports to get to market on time. 
 
The protocol is displayed as an easy to read graphic with a two-week timeline showing the critical 
processes that need to be undertaken before the transport company drops off the container at the 
port. 
 
Copies of the laminated A3-sized protocol will be dispatched to relevant members in the coming week 
and the protocol can be viewed at: www.nzgsta.co.nz 
 
 
Seed Certification statistics 
AQ issued interim statistics relating to entries for seed certification for the 2020/2021 season. Key 
points include: 
 
Nearly 40,000 hectares of seed crops were entered for certification in 2020/21 

 Arable crops made up 1,423ha or 3.56% to the total area 
 Brassicas: 3,051ha or 7.63% 
 Herbage & Amenity Grasses: 26,835ha or 67.15% 
 Legumes: 8,300ha or 20.77% and 
 Other species: 354ha or 0.9% 

 
Top 5 certified crops (ha): 

1) Perennial ryegrass – 15,387 
2) White Clover – 6,889 
3) Italian ryegrass – 4,284 
4) Hybrid ryegrass – 2,097 
5) Cocksfoot – 2,007 

 
 
 
AIMI cereal survey 

  
 
The latest Arable Industry Marketing Initiative (AIMI) survey reporting the estimated size of the 2020 
NZ harvest of the 6 key cereal crops as at October, 2020, found:  
 

 Milling wheat: Total tonnage of 112,805t was up 33% compared to last year’s harvest 
84,600t  

 Feed wheat: Total tonnage 369,000 t was up 18% compared to 313,000 t  
 Feed barley: Total tonnage 289,000 t was down 7% compared to 310,000 t  
 Malting barley: Total tonnage of 91,000 t was up by 24% compared to 73,000t  
 Milling oats: Total tonnage of 10,000 t was down by 43% compared to 18,000t  
 Feed oats: Total tonnage of 8,100 t was similar to the previous year  

 



 
The total crop harvest tonnage in 2020 of 881,000t was up 9% compared to 808,000t in 2019.  
The total area under crop in 2020 of 98,000h was down 7% compared to 105,000h.  
 
 
Arable report - SOPI 
MPIs latest Situation and Outlook for Primary Industries (SOPI) report for the December Quarter 2020 
reports that arable exports are expected to increase 3.2% to $305 million for the year ending June 
2021. This growth is expected to continue in the year to June 2022, but at a more moderate rate. 
Uncertainty in the ryegrass and clover seed export markets is tempering our growth forecast while 
the outlook for vegetable seeds remains positive. 
 

 
 
Without a doubt the seed industry is making a solid contribution to NZ’s economy. 
 
 
Seed Certification Information system – update 
Members were advised of recent issues arising with the development of the SCIS late last year. In 
short, there has been significant additional costs outside of actual system development including 
more complexity around incorporating scheme rules than first anticipated which resulted in initial 
funding requirements being exhausted before completion of the project.   

There are 4 key areas still requiring development to provide a minimal viable product that will 
deliver a usable SCIS.  These are: 

1. Field inspections 
2. Seed Processing  
3. Labelling 
4. Seed Testing 

These requirements are currently being intensively reviewed by key industry representatives as 
mitigation of repeat cost over runs happening again. 

 
OECD label security issues 
In early November, the Association organised a seminar on the Seed Import Pathway and Impact on 
OECD Certification Labels, and in particular label security issues created by the NZ Import Health 
Standards. 
 
NZ has developed a world leading multiplication and re-export market internationally recognised for 
the quality of seed produced.  This involves the importation of large volumes of OECD labelled certified 
seed required to sow, grow, harvest and process for shipment back to the customer.  The NZ import 
requirements may result in the OECD label attached to the container being removed to allow for seed 



sampling, inspection, processing and treating. If the label is then reattached to the container to 
maintain traceability, it will also give the appearance of ‘tampering’ and could result in the seed being 
rejected from further certification multiplication by the AsureQuality Seed Certification Bureau. 
 
For guidance, MPI now advises the following requirements in relation to re-labelling of OECD labelled 
seed containers at importation if the security/seal of the seed lot was broken e.g. if directed for re-
dressing or treatment. 
 
To support the issuance of replacement OECD labels the following minimum documentation is required: 
1. AgC10 label request 
2. Copy of the original OECD label 
3. Documentation to confirm/validate the number of containers in the seed lot.  Preferentially this should be the 

originating national designated authority seed varietal certificate associated with the imported seed lot.  If 
this is not available at the time of import then either the BACC or consignment packing list, provided they 
clearly indicate the seed lot reference number and the number of containers.  For the latter options 
subsequent entry into the New Zealand MPI seed varietal certification scheme would need to be reconfirmed 
by receipt of the seed varietal certificate or an authority to multiply abroad sent to MPI from the national 
designated authority (these are normally required for multiplication and re-export arrangements anyway but 
serve as a final check for this re-labelling option). 

 
Re-labelling must be supervised by an authorised person. 
 
 
New Parliamentary session 
Parliament is set to resume on 9th February 2021. 
 
For the Association we will be following the Minister of Agriculture, the Hon Damien O’Connor closely 
and the Associate Minister of Agriculture, the Hon Meka Whaitiri. 
 
As well, we will look to engage with a raft of new MPs over the coming weeks and in particular those 
members who sit on the important Primary Production Select Committee including: Dave Bennett 
(National), Mark Cameron (Act), Steph Lewis (Labour), Anna Lorck (L), Jo Luxton (L) and Ian McKelvie 
(N). 
 
 
Plant Variety Rights Amendment Bill 
During the first Parliamentary session for the year the Association is expecting to see the Plant Variety 
Rights Amendment Bill to be debated in the House. 
 
The plant variety rights regime incentivises plant breeding and the introduction of foreign cultivated 
varieties by overseas breeders. It provides for the granting of intellectual property rights to people 
who breed and develop new cultivated plant varieties.  
 
The amendment bill is driven by a trade commitment to bring the Act into compliance with the 
International Convention for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants by 30 December 2021.  
 
Once the Bill completes its first reading (introduction by the Hon David Clark – Minister of Commerce) 
it will be referred to select committee for examination. At this point public submissions will be invited. 
 
 
 
 
 



Cereal Performance Trials 
The annual Cereal Performance Trials (CPT) field day was held on 9th December. 
 
Some 50 industry stakeholders including growers, breeders, research organisations, bakers, millers 
and maltsters assessed new cereal varieties and their performance across a different range of soil and 
irrigation/non-irrigated sites across mid-Canterbury. 
 
The purpose of these independent trials is to collect local data on variety performance to enhance 
local production. Due to the different growing conditions and highly variable environmental 
conditions across the country, the trials and their results are of the utmost importance to growers 
when making decisions on which cultivars to plant. 
 

       
Spring Barley at the Moore’s property in Methven 
 

 
 
 
 
ISTA rules 
International Seed Testing Association Rules are published annually and are available as an electronic, 
downloadable, printable PDF copy. For more information, please click here. 
 
Trade members may find the rules useful relating to Introduction; Chapter 1: Certificates (indicating 
that data that goes into the certificates and how they are completed); Chapter 2: Sampling (which has 



the maximum seed lots sizes amongst other information) and Chapter 7: Seed Health Testing plus the 
Seed Health Methods. 
 
ISTA advises that these chapters are available for free download. 
North Canterbury Annual Golf Day 
 

  
 
 
The North Canterbury Agricultural Merchants Association held its annual Golf Day in November 2020. 
 
There was a great turn out of over 60 Association members, managers, agents, office and store staff 
and the day was a tremendous success. 
 
The Duncan Storrier memorial cup was won by the young team from Specialty Seeds Limited team 
Jarred Percival, Blake Doherty, George Latty and Nick Kwant. 
 
The North Canterbury Agricultural Merchants Association wound up at the end of 2020.  The 
association had remaining funds and was agreed at a special general meeting to transfer the funds to 
NZGSTA.  The funds will be used towards scholarship education and career training within the industry.  
NZGSTA thanks and acknowledges Sam White and the association for vesting the funds with NZGSTA 
to manage. 
 
Going forward, the Duncan Storrier cup will be played for at the next the Ashburton Grain & Seed 
Association golf tournament to be held 20th May 2021.  
 
NZGSTA Grains & Pulses forum – 15th June 2021, Lincoln 
The Association will hold its popular grains and pulses forum on 15th June 2021 at the Lincoln Events 
Centre. 
 
The new venue and setting will host a half day program which will include relevant topics of interest 
for everyone – from farmers, to end users on industry trends, issues and expert speakers. 
 
See our next newsletter for speaker and registration details. 
 
 
2021 International Seed Federation Congress 5th – 7th July 2021, Spain 
The International Seed Federation has advised that the ISF World Seed Congress 2021 will be held in 
Barcelona, Spain. The dates of the Congress will be from 5th - 7th July 2021 (previously 17th – 19th May). 



United Wheat Growers – Grain Growing Awards – 7th July 2021, Christchurch 
United Wheat Growers will be hosting New Zealand’s premier grain growing awards, showcasing the 
best of the country’s grain growers’ efforts later this year.  The annual event will be held on the 
evening of 7th July, in Christchurch – more details in our next newsletter. 
 
 
NZGSTA Conference October 2021 – Wellington 
 

   
 
 
The 2021 Annual Conference of the NZ Grain & Seed Trade Association will be held in WELLINGTON, 
on October 20-21, 2021 at the InterContinental Hotel. The venue and facility is handily located close 
to the waterfront. 
 
We will have our four business group meetings, AGM, formal presentations and a social program 
including a gala dinner. 
 
Our Conference theme this year is “People, planet & the economy” and the sessions will feature 
speakers on timely and topical issues important for our industry’s future. 
 
In the next newsletter we will have additional speaker details, registration, sponsorship and hotel 
accommodation information. 
 
 
New Members 
The Association has received an application for membership from Donaghys and Western Union. 
Donaghys is involved in manufacturing and sale of a large range of consumable products used in the 
farming sector including agriculture and seed treatment products; Western Union assists businesses 
with global payments and risk management. 
 
 
NZGSTA 2021 Scholarship Recipient: Ben Chambers 
I hail from the small South Canterbury township of Geraldine. 
 
I am about to start my second year of study at Lincoln University where I am doing a bachelor’s degree 
in Agricultural Science.  

I will be taking papers such as farm management, plant and animal science, soil management in my 
first semester and will be able to specialise in papers I would like to take into the second semester. 

Over the past two summers as well as the 2020/21 summer, I have been working for local agricultural 
contractors servicing the Mid/South Canterbury area and the Mackenzie Country too.  This gave me 



the real drive to pursue a career within the grain and seed industry as I have been a part of the 
production cycle from direct drilling through to the baling and cartage of the straw by-product.  

The NZGSTA Scholarship has enabled me to further pursue my drive to work in the grain and seed 
industry, as well as opening doors that I didn’t know even existed.  I will be able to take a lot from 
being a 2021 recipient of the scholarship as the ability to network with industry professionals will be 
priceless.  

I cannot wait to see what 2021 has in store for the NZGSTA and myself.  

I am very fortunate to be the 2021 recipient of the scholarship and this will be utilised to help me 
achieve my goal of getting into the grain and seed field after university.  

 

 
 
 
 
NZGSTA 2020 Scholarship Recipient Update: Hamish Dunbar 
Hamish’s studies went well during lockdown and was able to work on a farm while studying. 
 
Over the holidays he has been working on a sheep, beef and mixed cropping operation, busy 
harvesting and baling grass seed and barley. 
 
He is doing his honours this year in Plant Science and working with Derek Moot to organise his exact 
project. 
 
We look forward to Hamish’s progress in 2021. 
 
 


