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This newsletter covers the following items of interest:
Pea seed exports to Pakistan resumes
Seed exports growing
ISTA Congress 2022 – Christchurch confirmed
ICPR updates
Seed importers workshop
Grains & Pulses forum
Plant Variety Rights Act Review
Zero Carbon Bill
Nats Primary Sector Discussion Paper
NZer elected onto ISF Board of Directors
NZGSTA Annual Conference 2019 – Rotorua
Rescue helicopter fund raiser – September 2019
Golf day – 30 October 2019
NZGSTA Centennial book- available for order
NZGSTA Executive Meeting Schedule 2019
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Pea seed exports to Pakistan resumes

The NZ export pea seed trade to Pakistan has been resumed following NZ governmental assurances to Pakistan
that NZ pea seed is free from genetic modification.
About 18 months of intensive behind the scenes discussions involving NZ and Pakistani trade and diplomatic
officials and industry has been required to clear up a technical misunderstanding on GMO-free status
declarations. This is despite the fact that NZ is a GM free place of production and there are no GM seed crop
grown in the country.
New Zealand exports approximately $30 to $35m of pea seed per annum to 50 markets around the world.

Seed exports growing

MPI SOPI Report June 2019
According to the Ministry for Primary Industries (MPIs) June 2019 edition of the Situation and Outlook for Primary
Industries arable seed exports are forecast to rise 12 per cent to $265m by 2023.
Export revenue from Vegetable seed will grow the fastest at 17% followed by “other grain & seeds” at 14%.
Currently, Vegetable seed accounts for 38% of total export turnover, ryegrass at 22% and clover/legume seed at
10%. Other grains and seed has 30% share.
Export
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ISTA Congress 2022 – Christchurch confirmed
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The 33rd Congress of the International Seed Testing Association (ISTA) will be held in Christchurch, New
Zealand at the Te Pae Christchurch Convention Centre from 11-18 May 2022. Christchurch is at the heart of New
Zealand’s multi-million-dollar seed export industry. The 2022 Congress announcement was made by the then
ISTA President, Craig McGill from New Zealand, at the 32nd ISTA Congress held in Hyderabad, India, 26 June 2 July 2019.
The International Seed Testing Association, founded in 1924, develops and publishes validated methods for seed
quality assurance and accredits laboratories to undertake assessment of seed quality. ISTA’s members represent
a global network of laboratories in over 70 countries, including New Zealand, or distinct economies worldwide.
The aim is uniformity in seed quality evaluation to facilitate the movement of seed nationally and internationally.
The Congress will bring together seed experts from around the world, including scientists, seed technologists,
industry experts, policy makers and regulators to discuss seed quality assessment. Seed quality assessment is a
critical component in the provision of the high quality seed needed to ensure food security. During the Congress,
scientists and industry experts will present the latest research on the production of high quality seed and the
maintenance of seed quality during and post production. Within the technical committees, new approaches to
seed quality assurance will be discussed. The awarding of the Congress to New Zealand is recognition of New
Zealand’s international reputation for the production and export of high quality seed.

ICPR updates
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MPI has advised the trade of the following overseas countries amended plant import phytosanitary requirements:
Spain
Spain are now requiring wet signatures on phytosanitary certificates.
Ecuador
Ecuador has updated their proposal for phytosanitary requirements for carrots seeds from New Zealand.
Specifically, they require shipments free of Pseudomonas viridiflava, Amaranthus graecizans, Cirsium arvense,
Cuscuta campestris, Cuscuta epithymum, Orobanche minor, Sonchus arvensis, Thlaspi arvense, Arabis mosaic
virus (ArMV), Carrot red leaf virus (CtRLV),
And regarding pre-shipment disinfestation treatment, Ecuador has retained the original treatments of Fludioxonil
2.5% + Metalaxyl-M 1% - FS, in a dose of 2 ml/kg of seed and ADDED that exporters can use other products of
similar action in doses suitable for Alternaria carotiincultae, Alternaria dauci, Alternaria radicina, Cercospora
carotae, Erysiphe heraclei, Phoma complanata and Rhizoctonia crocorum.

Seed importers workshop

Earlier in the month the Association hosted a workshop targeted at South Island members dealing with the
import pathway and MPI changes to import processes.
Some topics covered included the implications of the MPI changes, the Plants Biosecurity Index web site,
Treatments and Recleaning, follow up on the Official Information Request – 2018 calendar year MPI import
interceptions data and seed lot security when taking samples for both pest and insect inspections.
Based on demand, a separate workshop is planned for North Island-based importers who have a different range
of issues facing their import consignments.

Grains & Pulses Forum

https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=f39b2618a87f9350a0bed9019&id=3d3eb872a1
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Over 100 people - growers, breeders, seed companies, media, millers, grain companies and bakers gathered
last month for the 3rd NZGSTA Grains & Pulses forum, the largest gathering of the sector. The forum provided
an opportunity to canvass the challenges and opportunities of the sector, especially innovation and grain
movement, as well as to reaffirm the arable sector’s strategic goal for achieving milling wheat self-sufficiency by
2025.
Attendees heard from a range of speakers including Stephen Topliss from the BNZ, Dean Smith (Dahuti
International), Adrian Russell (Plant Research), Amit Patel (Countdown), Garth Gillam (Champion Flour Mills) Paul Dinnington (KiwiRail), Mike Brooks (NZ Feed Manufacturers Association) and Ivan Lawrie (Arable Food
Industry Council)

Plant Variety Rights Act Review

On 9 July MBIE commenced the second stage of consultations on reforming the PVR Act with the release of an
"Options Paper".
Of interest to the Association, the Options Paper covers a range of topics including enabling farmers to continue
to save seed and allowing for regulations to enable breeders to receive royalties.
NZ has obligations under the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP)
to align our PVR regime with the international agreement for plant variety rights protection (UPOV 91). The new
regime must be in place by December 2021.
MBIE is inviting written submissions which will close on 9 September 2019.

Zero Carbon Bill

The Climate Change Response (Zero Carbon) Amendment Bill had its first reading in Parliament on 21 May. The
Bill is being considered by the Environment Select Committee with public submissions closed on 16 July.
To recap, the Bill sets greenhouse gas emissions targets for carbon dioxide, nitrous oxide and methane into law
and requires the government to come up with plans to meet interim targets with a target of net zero emissions by
https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=f39b2618a87f9350a0bed9019&id=3d3eb872a1
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2050.
For the arable sector there are much less greenhouse gas intensive than pastoral farming and therefore
represent an emissions-reducing alternative land use within the primary sector.

Nats Primary Sector Discussion Paper

Last month the National Party released its ‘Primary Sector Discussion Document’.
Of interest to the Association National has a range of proposals it wishes to take forward into the election
campaign next year including:
·
Biosecurity – “importers should be liable to be fined for knowingly signing false documents (import
health statements) that contain biosecurity risk material”
·

Climate change – “opposing agriculture coming into the ETS”

·

Research, Science and Innovation – “updating New Zealand’s restrictions on the use of

biotechnologies in consultation with New Zealanders to bring them into line with the latest science”

NZer elected onto ISF Board of Directors

NZ will have Brent Stirling on the International Seed Federation Board of Directors. The ISF is the voice of the
global seed industry and aims to create the best environment for the global movement of seed, and promote
plant breeding and innovation in seed.
Brent’s election at the recent ISF World Seed Congress 2019 will ensure that the NZ seed industry profile and its
perspectives are at the forefront of the global seed trade.
Brent has spent time on the NZGSTA executive where he held the position as Chairman of the Forage and Turf
Section for 20 years and is currently Chairman of the Seed Quality Management Authority. Brent is also a
member of the ISF Forage & Turf Section Board, which he has been on for the past 4 years.
NZ has had representatives on the ISF board between 2002-2008 with Selwyn Manning and 2008-2014 with
John McKenzie.

https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=f39b2618a87f9350a0bed9019&id=3d3eb872a1
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Conference 2019– Rotorua – Novotel – Lakeside

HAVE YOU REGISTERED FOR THE 101ST CONFERENCE YET
Its as easy as clicking on this link to complete your registration NZGSTA Conference Rotorua 2019
Confirmed speakers include:
Hon Shane Jones - Minister of Regional Economic Development
Prof Paul Spoonley, Pro Vice Chancellor, Massey University
Stephen Lee, CEO, Mānuka Farming NZ Ltd
Roelf Schreuder, Director, NZ Gourmet
Stu Hutchings, CEO, Kiwifruit Vine Health
Principal Sponsor $5,000
Site Trade Display — exhibit or table as preferred
Address to Conference
Recognition and logo on ALL Conference materials, stage backdrop and published proceedings
Include materials in registration package, as preferred
Conference registration and accommodation for 2 representatives at Conference venue, Crowne
Plaza Hotel, Christchurch.
First option to sponsor 2020 NZGSTA Conference
Major Sponsor $2,500
Site Trade Display — exhibit or table as preferred
Provides identified or branded bag or satchel for approx 100 delegates.
Recognition and logo on Conference invitation, agenda and published proceedings
Include materials in registration package, as preferred
Conference registration for 1 representative at Conference
First option to renew Major Sponsorship for 2020 NZGSTA Conference
Associate Sponsor $1,500
Recognition and logo on all published material
Event Sponsorship
Make one of the social events your own, by covering the cost, and receiving the rights to have your
name attached to the event in all written material, plus a speaking opportunity at the event.
Please contact Thomas Chin thomas.chin@seedindustrynz.co.nz if you would like to consider any of
these options.
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NZGSTA Centennial book- available for order

Seeds of success” – a history of the Association written by Dave McKinnon is available for purchase from the
Association.
You can place orders on the NZGSTA site from $39.95.
The book is ideal as a gift to domestic and overseas customers, and for anyone interested in the history of the
trade.

Air Rescue Challenge
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Our NZGSTA Team consists of George Gerard, Steve Pugh, Mark Frampton and Charlie Blair. You will be able
to follow progress from our facebook page.
Part of the team challenge is to raise Funds for Air Rescue so please dig into your pockets and give a little to
help the cause.

NZGSTA GOLF TOURNAMENT - 30 October 2019
Save the date - Wednesday 30th October from 12pm at McLeans Island Golf Club.
This year we are joining the North Canterbury Seed Merchants Annual Tournament.
‘The Duncan Storrier Memorial Trophy will be presented to the best performing NZGSTA Member or Team’
(probably work it that if the winning team are all NZGSTA members then it will be a team win, or if a mixed team
wins – the NZGSTA member or members in that team will receive the trophy).
To register please email Tricia Radford tricia.radford@seedindustrynz.co.nz

Meeting Schedule of NZGSTA Executive Council for 2019
https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=f39b2618a87f9350a0bed9019&id=3d3eb872a1
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to be held at the Seed Industry Office unless otherwise stated:

9am, 22 Oct 2019 (in Rotorua)
Please advise Thomas Chin of any matters you wish to have discussed at a meeting.

Phone: 03 349 8430
Email: thomas.chin@seedindustrynz.co.nz
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
Copyright © 2019 NZ Grain & Seed Trade Association, All rights reserved.
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