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This newsletter covers the following items of interest:

 Tomato brown rugose fruit virus (ToBRFV)
 Proprietary seed sales 2018
 Grain and Seed exports worth $193m
 NZ Cereal production 960,000 tonnes
 IHS – Grains - updating
 Women in Seed forum
 Grains & Pulses forum – 13 June
 NZGSTA 101st Annual Conference 2019 - Rotorua
 NZGSTA Centennial book- available for order
 Membership update – Egmont Seed
 NZGSTA Executive Dates for 2019
 Air rescue challenge - Postponed

Tomato brown rugose fruit virus (ToBRFV)
The Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) has issued an amendment to the import health standard
(IHS) 155.02.05: Seed for Sowing under section 24B of the Biosecurity Act (1993). The IHS, dated 19
March 2019, replaces the earlier version of the standard dated 15 January 2019.
The revised IHS 155.02.05 Seed for Sowing IHS

1. The Capsicum sp. and Solanum lycopersicum schedules were amended to include measures
to manage Tomato brown rugose virus (ToBRFV) on Capsicum sp. and Solanum lycopersicum
seeds for sowing.

Questions related to this amendment should be directed to:
Plant Germplasm (Imports) team
Ministry for Primary Industries
PO Box 2526
Wellington
NEW ZEALAND
plantimports@mpi.govt.nz

Proprietary seed sales 2018
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Calendar year 2018 sales figures from the NZ Plant Breeding and Research Association (NZPBRA)
shows over 9,500 tonnes of branded proprietary pasture seed was sold, up 6% on 2017. This was the
strongest sales year on record.

Different ryegrass types comprise 86% of grass seed sales by volume. White clover comprises 7% of
total sales by volume while lucerne sales have 2% of the total market.

Grain and Seed exports worth $193m

New Zealand’s world-class seed industry enjoyed another steady
export season in 2018.

According to the Government Statistician’s trade data for the 2018
calendar year, earnings from seed exports were valued at $193
million.

Forage seed (ryegrass, clover and other grasses) account for 47 per
cent of total seed exports by value. Vegetable seed has 44 per cent share and cereals make up 9 per
cent.

The EU is the biggest market for pasture seed by value.

Northern hemisphere markets remain hugely important for New Zealand specialist vegetable seeds
and Asian sales are steady with good growth opportunities. The Netherlands is the number one
export destination by value for carrots, radish and other vegetable seeds.

And a significant portion of the total volume of cereal seeds exported was maize seed, largely grown
in the North Island.

NZ Cereal production 960,000 tonnes

New Zealand farmers produced 960,000 tonnes of wheat, barley, and maize grain from 118,000
hectares in the 2018 harvest, according to latest Agricultural Production data from Statistics NZ.
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Wheat
For the year ending 30 June 2018, 42,000 hectares of wheat was harvested, down 10 percent
compared with the 5 year average. A total of 370,000 tonnes was harvested, equating to a yield per
hectare of 8.84 tonnes, lower than the five year average of 9.05 tonnes per hectare.
Barley
In the year ended 30 June 2018, 55,000 hectares of grain barley was harvested, down 2 percent on
the 5 year average. The total yield was 378,000 tonnes, or 7 tonnes per hectare, similar to the 5 year
average.

Maize grain
The area of maize grain harvested was 17,000 hectares for the year ending 30 June 2018, 10% down
on the 18,750 ha 5yr average.

IHS – Grains - updating
MPI has issued amendments to the IHS: Grain and Seeds for Consumption, Feed or Processing. For
the trade, the changes appear largely to be minor and related to reformatting of the standard. Some
errors or ambiguities in the previous version (Nov 2018) have been corrected.

The IHS can be downloaded here: Grains/Seeds for Consumption, Feed or Processing Plant Health
Requirements - Import Health Standard

“Women in Seed” Forum - Seed Industry Auditorium - FULL
Thursday 4th April 2019, 9.00am to 3.00pm
An NZGSTA workshop presented by women – for women in the industry
This workshop is targeted at women within the grain and seed industry.
Refreshments and Lunch will be provided.
Cost for the day - $50.00 pp
Payment by credit card– www.nzgsta.co.nz/womeninseedforum

PROGRAMME
9.00am Registration and Welcome.  The day will be outlined for you by our facilitator Charlotte
Connoley - NZGSTA Chairperson Vegetable Seeds Business Group
9.15am Sarah Watson, Farmlands Grain Trader
10.00am Angela Clifford, Eat NZ
10.45am Morning Tea Break
11.15am Jo Copland Agronomist & Jo Townshend Research Agronomist
12.00 noon Hannah Donaldson, FNZC – “Investing for the future”
12.45pm Break for lunch
1.30pm Decima McCloy – Seed Testing Service
2.15pm Maree Bowden – “Performance, Wellbeing & Health”
Conclusion and General Questions Time
Response has been very steady and as numbers to this forum are limited, so don’t delay register
today.
Register individually or as a group, please supply names and contact details for each person.
Please also advise us of any dietary requirements you might have.
Contact:  Tricia Radford at tricia.radford@seedindustrynz.co.nz or 0274783508.
Registrations will close on 22nd March 2019 or once we have reached our limit.



Grains & Pulses forum 2019 – 13 June 2019

The NZGSTA is hosting a Grains and Pulses Forum at the Fitzgerald
Room, Plant & Food, Lincoln on 13 June 2019.

The forum will feature experts and speakers relevant to the grains
and pulses sector. Speakers confirmed include: Dean Smith - Dahuti,
Bruce Peden - Champion Flour Mills, Adrian Russell - Plant Research,

Paul Dinnington - KiwiRail, Lance Coupland - Couplands  Bakeries, Mike Brooks - NZ Feed
Manufacturers and Ivan Lawrie - AFIC. Speakers topics will be announced in the next newsletter.

The Forum is open to all members and their guests and attendees can be expected to learn about
trends and developments impacting the sector.

To register and for more information on the forum, please contact:
tricia.radford@seedindustrynz.co.nz

VEGETABLE SEED BUSINESS GROUP - March 2019
Charlotte Connoley – Chairperson

Communication
 Likely to hold a meeting for Vegetable Seed Business group members within the next month to

allow for discussions and updates on any associated concerns or relevant topics. This was
scheduled for 18th of March but has been postponed in light of the recent ToBRFV measures.

Brassica Seed to China
 No further update.

Seed Importation
 A meeting was held on the 12th of February 2019 as part of the quarterly meetings between the

NZGSTA Exec and MPI. Points relevant for the vegetable business group were:
o Progress on review of IHS including Apiaceae, Pelleted Seed, Cucumis and Small Seed

lots were delayed due to considerable disruptions within MPI in relation to the Psa court
case

o Review of the Cucurbit schedule was 80% completed but requires review and sign off
prior to being made available for public consultation. The Risk Management Proposal
(RMP) is now expected March/April.

 MPI implemented emergency measures for control of the risk pathway presented by seed for
Tomato Brown Rugose Fruit Virus on 19 March. MPI had previously shared their Risk Assessment
and proposed measures and held a teleconference with relevant industry members on the 13
March 2019. The seed industry response was that it felt the measures were reasonable and
workable but discussion was had over the implementation time frame. For Seed in transit MPI
are currently working with affected parties on a case by case basis.

 Will discuss at the next Business Group meeting development of a taskforce for reviewing the
approved chemicals list for application to vegetable seed for importation.

Training & Development
 Have had insufficient interest in a Seed Technology course to be held at Massey University in

2019. Will review interest again 2020.



Code of Practice
 No update from last meeting.

NZGSTA 101st Annual Conference 2019 – Rotorua

We’re busy preparing for Conference be held on
October 23-24 2019 at the Novotel Hotel in Rotorua.
This year’s theme is “Regional success stories".

Here’s some key information.

We will have early registration followed by the
President’s lunch on Wednesday 23 October, business

section meetings and AGM, followed by a Cocktail Reception with exhibitors.

Confirmed speakers include:
 Hon Shane Jones - Minister of Regional Economic Development
 Prof Paul Spoonley, Pro Vice Chancellor, Massey University
 Stephen Lee, CEO, Mānuka Farming NZ Ltd
 Roelf Schreuder, Director, NZ Gourmet
 Stu Hutchings, CEO, Kiwifruit Vine Health

A gala dinner and entertainment will held Thursday evening.

Conference will conclude on Friday 25th with a field trips to Scion and to Mamaku Blue.

More information soon.

NZGSTA Centennial book- available for order

“Seeds of success” – a history of the Association written by Dave McKinnon is available for purchase
from the Association.

You can place orders on the NZGSTA site from $45.95

The book is ideal as a gift to domestic and overseas customers, and for anyone interested in the
history of the trade.



New member
The Association is the national trade body comprising around 80 member companies. Its members
are involved in a range of activities including: research and development, seed production, seed
multiplication, seed processing and sales and marketing.

The Association is working to foster the best business environment for our grain and seed industry
members and is pleased to announce the following company has applied to join the NZGSTA.

Egmont Seeds,

All members are being notified of this application here through this newsletter.

Change of name for member – A&A Welch T/a Tuakau Grain.
Address remains the same with contact to be Louise Edwards

Meeting Schedule of NZGSTA Executive Council for
2019 to be held at the Seed Industry Office unless
otherwise stated:-

 9am, 23 May 2019 (in Chch)
 9am, 24 Jul 2019 (in Wgtn)
 9am, 22 Oct 2019 (in Rotorua)

Please advise Thomas Chin of any matters you wish to
have discussed at a meeting.



Air rescue challenge - Postponed

Dear Friends and Supporters,

This is a very sad time for Christchurch; on behalf of the Canterbury West Coast Air Rescue

Trust, our thoughts and condolences are with you, our community, especially the families

affected by this tragic event.

In light of this event, we have decided to postpone the Rescue Crew Challenge scheduled for

the 31st March. We want to focus on those that need the support the most in the weeks

ahead.

We are looking at a new date in October and are working with Sir John Kirwan who has

indicated he will make every effort to join us. We will advise you shortly once the new date

has been confirmed.

Thank you for the donations made so far, they will be kept in the pool for the challenge at a

later date.

CEO, Canterbury West Coast Air Rescue Trust


