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Velvet leaf found in line of fodder beet 

Late February MPI advised the Association (and 

others) that Velvet leaf (Abutilon theophrasti), a 

major crop weed, had been discovered in parts of 

the South Island. 

 

The weed was identified a few years ago in a few 

Waikato locations and note that it is an unwanted 

organism and entry prohibited under the 

Biosecurity Act 1993. 

 

MPI advises that to date, the weed has been 

found in fodder beet crops. They are carrying out 

urgent actions to determine the origin of 

contaminated seed and the distribution of that 

seed line.  

 

MPI is aiming for eradication of velvetleaf in South 

Island, which will incorporate longer term 

surveillance. 

 

A communications strategy is underway with 

instructions on what to do if suspect velvetleaf is 

discovered.  Please contact the Seed Industry 

Office if you require additional information. 

 

MPI will continue to have regular meetings with 

industry stakeholders. 

 

GIA Biosecurity partnership 

Last month it was announced that the avocado 

industry has become the seventh industry partner 

to join the Government Industry Agreement (GIA) 

biosecurity partnership 

 

The GIA means industry working in partnership 

with the Government, having joint decision 

making contributing their time, expertise, and 

resources to achieve better biosecurity outcomes. 

 

The Association is partnering with Federated 

Farmers, the Foundation for Arable Research, 

Flour Millers Association, and the Feed 

Manufacturers Association to enable the signing 

of a GIA deed on behalf of the arable sector in the 

coming months 
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This newsletter covers the following items of interest: 

• Velvet leaf found in line of fodder beet 

• GIA Biosecurity partnership 

• Green Party pesticide policy 

• ECAN Pest Management Plan 

• Health & Safety reforms 

• Hemp seed food standard 

• Proprietary seed sales 

• Turkish seed industry visit to Canterbury 

• Seed exports 

• TPP update 

• Grain and Seed centennial book project 

• NZGSTA Executive Council members 

• New Members 

• End Point Royalties 2016 

• 2016 NZGSTA Conference Brisbane 

• Contact details for Seed Industry Office 
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Other industry groups already signed up to the 

GIA include: Kiwifruit Vine Health, Pipfruit NZ, NZ 

Pork, Equine Health Association, Onions NZ, the 

NZ Forestry Owners Association. 

 

Green Party pesticide policy 

Back in January, the NZ Green Party issued a policy 

position on pesticides used in streets and city 

parks. Steffan Browning their spokesman on 

Organics, GE, Biosecurity, Pesticides and Food 

Safety wants to get rid of glyphosate out of these 

public spaces. By extension the party wants to see 

a total ban on glyphosate based herbicides. See: 

http://action.greens.org.nz/sprayfree 

 

If glyphosate were to be banned it would have a 

major economic impact on crops and farming. 

Separately, MPI will review its position on 

glyphosate in 2016. 

 

ECAN Pest Management Plan 

Environment Canterbury (ECAN) Regional Council 

closed its public consultation on a discussion 

document on the future of pest management in 

Canterbury last week. 

 

The review of the current Canterbury Regional 

Pest Management Plan provided the Association 

with an opportunity to make a case for the Wild 

Carrot (Daucus Carota), a pest to the commercial 

cropping of hybrid carrot seed crops, be 

recognised in the Plan. The Association also 

proposed that property owners be required to 

allow rogueing teams on their properties to 

remove the pest. 

 

A new proposed Regional Pest Management Plan 

for Canterbury will be notified in mid-2016. 

 

Health & Safety reforms 

The Health and Safety at Work Act will come into 

effect next week on 4 April 2016. All business 

owners, directors and relevant employees should 

ensure their organisation’s health and safety 

practices are ready for the new legal 

requirements. 

 

Work Safe NZ has produced a set of information 

and guidance materials to help businesses and 

workers. See: 

http://www.business.govt.nz/news/free-health-

and-safety-representative-

training?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Jan

uary-2016-Businessgovtnz%20Newsletter-64-

Existing%20Companies&utm_content=January-

2016-Businessgovtnz%20Newsletter-64-

Existing%20Companies+CID_4fd38893b0ffb69e76

b12f59713da6a7&utm_source=Business%20inside

r&utm_term=Free%20HS%20rep%20training 

 

Hemp seed food standard 

Members of the Australia and New Zealand 

Ministerial Forum on Food Regulation are still 

investigating the adoption of low-

tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) hemp as a food. 

 

Ministers will consider a report in March 2016 on 

the cannabinoid levels, legal and treaty issues, and 

concerns that the marketing of hemp in food may 

send a confused message to consumers about the 

acceptability and safety of cannabis.  

 

Law enforcement agencies in NZ and Australia 

require a robust study on the impacts for road 

side testing. To meet these requirements 

Ministers will not consider the matter again until 

the study is completed, expected to be later in 

2016. 

 

In view of this, Ministers will also consider asking 

Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ) to 

commence work on a proposal to allow low THC 

hemp as a food in March 2016 as a means to 

ensure that all reports are considered without any 

unnecessary delay.  

 

Proprietary seed sales 

Latest market data from the NZPBRA show over 

7700 tonnes of perennial, hybrid, Italian and 

annual ryegrass seed were sold in 2015, up on the 

seven year average of 7600 tonnes.  

 

Over the past seven years, sales of company-

owned seed - called proprietary seed - of different 

pasture grasses have exceeded 61,000 tonnes - 
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enough to cover 3 million hectares, or the 

equivalent of the entire Otago province. 

 

Company-owned ryegrass, clover, cocksfoot, tall 

fescue and lucerne seed sales by total volume 

have grown 11 per cent since 2009. 

 

There were 653 tonnes of Clover seed sold last 

year, tall fescue 173t and lucerne 128 tonnes. 

 

Turkish seed industry visit to Canterbury – 

April 2016 

A 30-strong delegation from the Turkish Seed 

Industry will be visiting the Canterbury region to 

to see first-hand our seed production expertise, 

from 6-8 April 2016. 

 

The intention of the tour is to potentially develop 

new seed business opportunities between our two 

countries. 

 

If members wish to be involved or have any 

queries with the tour arrangements please 

contact: tricia.radford @seedindustrynz.co.nz 

 

Seed exports 

New Zealand’s world-class seed industry enjoyed 

another steady export season in 2015. 

 

According to the Government Statistician’s trade 

data for the 2015 calendar year, earnings from 

seed exports were $173 million, compared with 

$210 million achieved in the previous year. 

 

Herbage seed (ryegrass, clover and other grasses) 

account for 43 per cent of total seed exports by 

value. Vegetable seed has 47per cent share and 

cereals make up 10 per cent. 

 

The EU is the biggest market for pasture seed by 

value. 

 

Northern hemisphere markets remain hugely 

important for New Zealand specialist vegetable 

seeds and Asian sales are steady with good growth 

opportunities. The Netherlands is the number one 

export market by value for carrots, radish and 

other vegetable seeds.  

And a significant portion of the total volume of 

cereal seeds exported was maize seed, largely 

grown in the North Island. 

 

TPP update 

On 4 Feb 2016 NZ and 11 other countries signed 

the Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP) Agreement. 

 

The TPP is of critical interest to the seed industry 

as it requires NZ to RATIFY (bring into domestic 

legislation) the 1991 International Convention for 

the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV 

91). UPOV91 has specific provisions around the 

treatment of Farmer Saved Seed and royalties on 

seed. 

 

The final text of the agreement and National 

Interest Analysis was presented to Parliament and 

referred to the Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade 

Select Committee for examination. The FADTC 

invited public comment which closed on 11 

March. In the coming weeks it will hear oral 

testimony and make its report to Parliament by 31 

May. 

 

Separately, the Minister of Commerce, the Hon 

Minister Paul Goldsmith has issued a consultation 

document showing how the Government 

proposes to implement the intellectual property 

changes required to ratify the TPP and invited 

public feedback which closes on 31 March. 

 

The intellectual property changes will be included 

in a bill covering all domestic legislative changes 

required to ratify TPP. This bill is expected to be 

introduced to Parliament this year. 

 

To read the consultation document and provide a 

submission go to 
www.mbie.govt.nz/info-
services/business/intellectual-property/tpp-
intellectual-property-chapter/implementation-
consultation. 
 

Grain and Seed Centennial Book Project 
The collating of documents, photographs and 

other memorabilia has started and is a first step in 

the preparation of a book to celebrate 100 years 

of the Grain and Seed Industry in NZ. 
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Members with any story ideas, photos and any 

other relevant material to please contact David 

Melhuish or Tricia Radford at the Seed Industry 

Office. 

 

NZGSTA Executive Council members 

The Associations’ Executive Council for 2016/17 

was confirmed at its January board meeting. The 

senior office holders are: Barry McCarter 

(President), John Duncan (Immediate Past 

President) and George Gerard was elected Vice 

President. Mark Johnson (Hybrid Seeds) and Brent 

Stirling (Cropmark) are joined by new councillors 

Peter Burton (Midlands), Craig Graham 

(Canterbury Seed) and Evan Johnston (Seed 

Force). 

 

New members 

We are pleased to announce 2 new companies 

who have applied to join the NZGSTA.  All 

members are now being notified through the 

newsletter. 

They are: 

• Dan Cosgrove 2014 Ltd who are 

manufacturers of silos and are based in 

Timaru. 

• Smart Pack who are specialist bag and 

sack suppliers providing packaging 

solutions to primary industries.  They are 

based in Palmerston North. 

 

End Point Royalties 2016 

The Royalties have been updated for 2016 and can 

be viewed on our website 

www.nzgsta.co.nz/industry-info/ 

 

2016 NZGSTA Conference - Brisbane 

“Seeding ANZAC business” is the theme for this 

year’s conference in Brisbane. NZ is 

interconnected with Australia from the way we do 

business, our members, customers and suppliers, 

to rules and regulations. Everywhere we look we 

have a strong connection with our Aussie mates. 

Conference 2016 recognises this and we will look 

to facilitate and explore those relationships and 

networks. 

 

We have a line-up of experts in their fields to 

address the Conference and their knowledge will 

be vital to the development of ideas in the 

conference. The Hon Anne Donaldson, Minister of 

Agriculture has been approached and has agreed 

to give the opening presentation at the Presidents 

Luncheon on Wednesday. 

 

The NZGSTA Conference will be on 19-21 October 

2016. [NB: Monday 24 October is the Labour Day 

public holiday in NZ]. 

 

Registrations will open this week.  A copy of the 

registration will be emailed to you and you will 

have the option to register online as well as 

through the post. 

 

 

 

SEED INDUSTRY OFFICE –  

Available for members’ use 

The Seed Industry Office is located at: 

185 Kirk Rd, Innovation Park, Templeton, 

CHRISTCHURCH 

 

The office is handily located on the southern 

outskirts of Christchurch, just off State Highway 1. 

We are only 10minutes from the airport. 

 

Our boardroom is available for meetings, and 

members are welcome to call in and re-charge a 

cell phone, make a fax, or just stop in for a coffee 

break when passing through Christchurch. Please 

let Tricia know if you wish to book the boardroom. 

 

PLEASE NOTE OUR CONTACT DETAILS: 

New PO Box 23143, Templeton 8445 

Ph:  (03) 349-8430 

Fax:  (03) 349 8436 
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DIRECTIONS TO SEED INDUSTRY OFFICE, 185 KIRK ROAD, TEMPLETON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Meeting Schedule of NZGSTA Executive Council 
for 2016 
 
 

• 3rd May – Seed Industry Office 

• 26th July – Wellington including visit to MPI 

• 18th October – Brisbane, Australia 

• 24th November – Seed Industry Office 

•  
Please advise Thomas Chin of any matters you wish to have 
discussed at a meeting. 
 


