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CPT PERFORMANCE TRIALS FIELD DAY – 

DECEMBER 2015  

 
CPT Field Day participants enjoying a bit of lunch 

 

NZ Grain and Seed Centenary - Book Project 

 
The grain and seed industry in NZ will celebrate 

100 years of history in 2018. A working group of 

senior industry leaders are currently working with 

a professional journalist to document the history 

of the industry.   Over the coming months 

interviews will be conducted and photos and other 

memorabilia will be collated and analysed. The 

first draft of the book is expected by mid-2017 and 

will be published in early 2018 for its official 

launch at the NZGSTA AGM in 2018. 

  

For this celebratory endeavour the NZGSTA 

Executive Council is calling on all members with 

any story ideas, photos and any other relevant 

material to please contact David Melhuish or Tricia 

Radford at the Seed Industry Office. 

  

The book project also requires financial support 

and the Executive is seeking any member 

company pledges to assist with the production of 

the book. As a guide, members might consider a 

pledge of support at a $2k, $5k or $10k level. 

 

 

 

 

President:   Barry McCarter 
    09 307 0000 
 

Vice President:   George Gerard 
03 372 0864 

 
Past President:   John Duncan 
    03 318 8514 
 

Chair:  Forage & Turf Section 
    Brent Stirling 
    03 347 7950 
 

Chair: Vegetable Seed Section 
    Mark Johnson 
    04 972 1613 
 

Chair: Grains Section 
    Peter Burton 
    03 308 1265 
General Councillors: 
Peter Burton   03 308 1265  
Craig Graham   03 307 6979 
Evan Johnston   03 344 1690 
 
General Manager: 
Thomas Chin   03 349 8430 
Administration: 
Tricia Radford   03 349 8430  

       

 

This newsletter covers the following items of interest: 

• NZ Grain and Seed  Centennary - Book Project 

• TPP agreement signing 

• Call for submissions on NZ-EU FTA 

• Arable sector outlook 

• Barley mosaic virus no longer regulated 

• Turkish seed industry visit to Canterbury – April 2016 

• AsureQuality seasonal testing surcharge  

• Hemp seed food standard 

• CPT Performance Trials 

• Changes in MPI Plant Imports and Exports Group staff 

• IHS Update: Seeds for Sowing 

• Ban on silo climbing  

• Submission to EPA on HS Legislation 

• Importing and manufacturing hazardous substances 

• Removal of an insect from MPI Unwanted Organisms 

Register 

• 2016 NZGSTA Conference Brisbane 

• Contact details for Seed Industry Office 
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TPP agreement signing 

NZ and 11 other nations that reached a broad 

agreement on the Trans-Pacific Partnership free-

trade agreement late last year are to sign the deal 

on 4 February in NZ. 

 

This marks the end of the US Congress 90 day 

review period of the agreement. 

 

The TPP is to be approved by Cabinet, ratified by 

Parliament, undergo examination by the Foreign 

Affairs, Defence and Trade Select Committee 

followed by legislative change to implement the 

deal. 

 

For NZ the TPP will significantly boost export 

market potential for farmers and growers. The 

Government is required to update the Plant 

Varieties Act 1987 to provide for the provisions of 

the International Union for the Protection of New 

Varieties of Plants (UPOV) 1991 convention and 

tariffs on seed exports to the USA will be 

eliminated. 

 

Call for submissions on NZ-EU FTA 

Late last year Trade Minister, Todd McClay, issued 

a call for public submissions on the proposed Free 

Trade Agreement (FTA) negotiations between 

New Zealand and the European Union (EU).  

 

The EU is a key market for New Zealand’s exports 

and source of stock seed. It is for this reason that 

the Association will be watching the government’s 

move to ratify NZs participation in the 1991 Act of 

the International Union for the Protection of New 

Varieties of Plants (UPOV ’91) will be imperative. 

Ratification of UPOV91 is a priority for the NZ seed 

industry. 

 

The Government estimates that FTA negotiations 

could commence early 2017. 

 

Public submissions will close at the end of 

February. 

 

Arable sector outlook 

In the Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) latest 

situation and outlook for our primary industries 

(SOPI) report (issued 15 December) the authors 

made the following comments pertaining to the 

arable sector: 

• Export revenue for 2015/16 is expected to 

be $213 million 6.5% higher than 2014/15. 

This is due to the devaluation of the NZD 

against the main trading partner 

currencies, in particular the euro 

• Crop yields are expected to be lower in 

2015/16 with El Niño conditions forecast 

to lead to drier conditions in the east of 

the country 

• Areas of feed grain grown for the domestic 

market are expected to be down on 2015. 

Feed grain prices have historically trended 

with milk prices. Price falls of around 

$100/tonne this season have led to an 

excess of unsold grain and farmers 

planting alternate crops 

• Favourable harvest conditions and yields 

for pasture seeds in Europe has reduced 

demand for New Zealand seed for 2015/16 

and led to a reduced planted area. The fall 

in the NZD/USD exchange rate, however, 

may generate increased interest from the 

USA 

• Demand for vegetable seeds and brassicas 

is expected to remain steady. Brassica 

seed exports to China remain temporarily 

suspended as we await phytosanitary 

certification reviews to allay concerns over 

black-leg disease 

• New Zealand’s main sources of export 

revenue in the arable sector are vegetable 

and ryegrass seeds. Together these make 

up around 63 percent of total arable 

export revenue. 
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• Our main markets for arable products are 

the Netherlands (mainly carrot and radish 

seeds), Australia (mainly ryegrass seeds), 

and Germany (mainly radish seeds). 

• Arable exports: Rye grass $49m, vegetable 

seed $62m, clover $22m, cereals $15m, 

other arable $29m. Total: $177m 

 

Barley mosaic virus no longer regulated 

MPI advises that barley mosaic virus will no longer 

be regulated under the Hordeum schedule of the 

Import Health Standard (IHS) for seed for sowing. 

 

Turkish seed industry visit to Canterbury – April 

2016 

The Association is to receive representatives from 

the Turkish Seed Industry who will be visiting New 

Zealand to to see first-hand our seed production 

expertise, from 6-8 April 2016. 

 

The Turkish study tour to Canterbury will be: 

• Visiting a plant breeding and research 

facility 

• Visiting major arable, forage and 

vegetable seed crops 

• Visiting seed cleaning, seed treatment, 

seed mixing and warehousing 

• Seeing the inspection facilities for the 

importation of stock seed into New 

Zealand 

• Meeting with the Ministry of Primary 

Industries 

• Looking at seed certification procedures 

• Visiting the offices that controls the 

isolation systems between various crops 

and various fields 

 

The intention of the tour is to potentially develop 

new seed business opportunities between our two 

countries. 

 

If members wish to be involved or have any 

queries with the tour arrangements please 

contact: tricia.radford @seedindustrynz.co.nz 

 

 

AsureQuality seasonal testing surcharge 

AsureQuality has advised the following with their 

seasonal testing surcharge from 1 February until 

30 May each season: 

• An additional charge will run from 1 February 

until 30 May each year to assist in the cost 

recovery for additional staff to ensure targets 

are met for the industry. 

• The charge is set at 10% of the charges (see 

below) but will not be applied to Plot 

Charges, Duplicate, Downgrading, Industry 

Contrib 1 & 2 or Provisional Certificates.  Seed 

Sampling and Bureau supplies are also 

exempt. 

• Samples submitted during the peak season 

period but are not urgent should be marked 

as such to avoid the additional charge.  These 

samples will be processed as and when 

possible.  

• Where possible low priority samples should 

be sent in either marked clearly or held until 

the end of May. Please note that labels will 

not be issued for these lines until testing is 

completed 

 

Charges are set at 10% on standard charges for 

Purity and Germination charges. 

For example add 10% to the below 4 services. 

 

Test Type Test Description Price 

Germination Germination test only $124.02 

Purity & 

Germination 

Purity & Germination 

test charges (combined 

test) 

$155.82 

Plot Test 

Plot test fee - For 

monitoring stability of 

seed lines. 

$13.78 

Purity Only Purity Test Only $119.78 
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Below is the standard charge list relating to Seed 

Varietal Certification. 

Test Type Test Description Price 

AOSCA 

Germination 

AOSCA Germination 

Association of Official 

Seed Certifying 

Agencies (USA) 

$44.52 

AOSCA 

Purity 

AOSCA Purity 

Association of Official 

Seed Certifying 

Agencies (USA) 

$213.06 

Industry 

Contrib 1 

Industry Contribution 

charge for OIC's 

(Orange International 

Certificates) 

$11.00 

Industry 

Contrib 2 

Industry Contribution 

charge for NZ 

certificates issued 

with an overseas 

regulation test 

$6.00 

*Dirty 

Sample 

(EXTRA) per 

hour 

Per hour charge for 

extra time over 

normal purity sample 

time. 

$65.00 

Downgrading 

Downgrading charge 

for the down grade of 

a seed line 

$60.42 

Duplicate 

Admin charge for 

duplicate Orange 

International 

Certificates (OIC's) 

$19.61 

EC 

Compliance 

EC Compliance - For 

European Union 
$0.00 

Germination Germination test only $124.02 

Purity & 

Germination 

Purity & Germination 

test charges 

(combined test) 

$155.82 

Plot Test 

Plot test fee - For 

monitoring stability of 

seed lines. 

$13.78 

Purity Only Purity Test Only $119.78 

Sub lot 

Charge 

Sub lot certificate 

charge for large lots 

(25 t) $65.00 

Peak Season 

Surcharge # 

Surcharge to assist in 

cost recovery for 

additional seasonal 

staff 10% 

Provisional 

Certificate 

Issuance  

Admin fee associated 

with issuance of a 

Provisional Certificate 

prior to test 

completion.. 

19.61 

#Silver 

Security 

Seals 

Silver Seals for sealing 

bags before labels 

applied per 1000 POA 

#MPI Sticker 

Seals 

Seal sample Envelopes 

per roll POA 

#Approved 

Calicoe 

Sample Bags 

For large samples 

supplied to the Lab 

per box POA 

#Approved 

Sample 

Envelope 

For Certified Seed 

Officially Drawn 
POA 

#Approved 

Moisture 

Sample Bags 

For Official Moisture 

POA 

 

 

Hemp seed food standard 

The Australia and New Zealand Ministerial Forum 

on Food Regulation will consider a report in March 

2016 on the cannabinoid levels, legal and treaty 

issues, and concerns around the marketing of 

hemp in food. 

 

The Forum has asked Food Standards Australia 

New Zealand (FSANZ) to commence work on a 

proposal to allow low THC hemp as a food in 

March 2016 

 

The Forum will further consider the proposal later 

in 2016 pending a study to be completed on the 

impacts for road side testing. 

 

Regulatory and legislative change to enable hemp 

seed to be consumed as a food means NZ farmers 

may have an alternative break crop option and 

there is potential new investment in plant and 

infrastructure for its harvest, processing and 

overseas sales. 

 

Cereal Performance Trials 

Last month the NZGSTA and the NZ Plant Breeding 

and Research Association sponsored the annual 

cereal cultivar trials field day. 
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There were over 50 attendees who visited 

evaluation sites in the Methven district inspecting 

autumn/winter sown wheat and barley cultivars. 

 

The trials overseen by the Foundation for Arable 

Research have been running for over twenty years 

and the twice annual results booklet report on the 

best choice of cultivar for different growing 

situations around the country. 

 

Changes in MPI Plant Imports and Exports Group 

staff 

MPI’s Plant Germplasm (Imports) team, managed 

by Kathryn Hurr, has had some recent new 

appointments. Amie Parker and Anusara Herath 

Mudiyanselage join Rose Sousa-Richards. 

 

As part of a familiarisation of our sector, the 

Association hosted members of the new Plant 

Germplasm team in Canterbury last month to 

show them various aspects of plant breeding, seed 

production, seed cleaning, seed certification , seed 

treatment, seed mixing and warehousing 

operations. 

 

The Plant Germplasm team focuses exclusively on 

seed and nursery stock imports. 

 

Elsewhere, Conrad Black, operates from the “Plant 

and Forestry” team (led by Shane Olsen), with his 

grain portfolio. 

 

 

IHS Update: Seeds for Sowing 

On 26 November 2015 MPI issued a new format 

and version of the Import health standard for 

Seed for Sowing. See:  

 

http://www.mpi.govt.nz/law-and-

policy/requirements/import-health-standards/ 

 

And the Protocol for Testing for the Presence of 

Genetically Modified Plant Material came into full 

effect on 1 January 2016. All GM testing 

certificates from this date must comply with the 

new requirements. 

 

 

Ban on silo climbing  

As part of a health and safety initiative, the 

Association recommends that members 

implement a ban on all employees from climbing 

silos on third party premises (ie farmers 

properties) to obtain samples of seed or grain. 

 

Last month the Association met with the 

Federated Farmers Arable Industry Group to 

advise this position and to obtain their support 

which was unanimously agreed to.  The message 

should be clear that  if farmers request seed 

company staff to obtain a sample for them, they 

will be refused. 

 

The Association believes that it is in the best 

interests of the arable industry for seed 

companies to operate to similar standards and to 

ensure the welfare of their employees. The 

Association therefore requests support from all 

NZGSTA members to support this policy and enact 

similar policies themselves. 

 

Submission to EPA on HS Legislation 

Submissions to the Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) on their consultation on potential 

changes to the Hazardous Substances and New 

Organisms (Organisms Not Genetically Modified) 

Regulations 1998 closed on 11 December. 

 

The EPA proposed changes to regulations on the 

definition of what is and is not a genetically 

modified organism (GMO).  

 

The proposed changes address drafting errors 

from the 1998 regulations that were highlighted in 

a recent High Court decision. They are necessary 

to ensure the law does not inadvertently include 

many older breeding technologies within the 

definition of genetic modification. 

 

Specifically, the proposals clarify that all organisms 

developed through conventional and longstanding 

chemical and radiation treatments do not require 

HSNO Act approval as GMOs.  
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Importing and manufacturing hazardous 

substances 

The Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) has 

advised that there are new information 

requirements for businesses importing or 

manufacturing hazardous substances. That 

requirement came into effect on 19 November 

2015.  

 

This means that Association members who are in 

business and import or manufacture a hazardous 

substance must supply business details to the EPA. 

 

Detail must be supplied to EPA within 30 days 

from the next time you import or manufacture a 

hazardous substance. 

 

Removal of an insect from MPI Unwanted 

Organisms Register 

In late November MPI Biosecurity advised the 

Association that they had detected a psocid insect 

(Liposcelis paeta) in a commercial grain store of 

New Zealand-sourced barley. This species is 

known overseas as a pest of stored products. 

Liposcelis paeta is currently listed on MPIs 

Unwanted Organisms Register. Their analysis of 

the likely impacts of establishment of this psocid 

indicates that it is unlikely to have significant 

economic impact. 

 

The incursion investigation determined that it has 

been present in the country for at least five 

months prior to MPI being notified. Tracing 

information indicates that it was been widely 

distributed from the initial location during this 

time. 

Given the length of time this has likely been 

present in New Zealand, the potential wide 

distribution, and the difficulty tracing to all 

potential locations, MPI considers that 

containment or eradication are unfeasible. 

 

Consequently MPI has decided to stand the case 

down and remove Liposcelis paeta From the 

Unwanted Organisms Register. 

 

 

 

2016 NZGSTA Conference – Brisbane 

 

.  
Tiger Prawn Farming along Gold Coast, Australia 

 

The 2016 NZGSTA Conference will be held on 19-

20 October 2016 at the Hilton Hotel, Brisbane, 

Australia. 21 October Field Day will take in Tiger 

Prawn Farms, Sugar Canes and Rum Distillery.   

The Conference is the annual event attended by 

owners, managers, suppliers and stakeholders in 

our sector. 

 

The Conference will feature a range of trans-

Tasman presentations, an interactive panel 

discussion and provide delegates with valuable 

insights into industry issues and trends. 

 

Conference will conclude with a finale dinner and 

we will also have the ever popular offsite field 

trips. 

 

More program details will be provided in the 

coming months. 
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SEED INDUSTRY OFFICE –  

Available for members’ use 
The Seed Industry Office is located at: 

185 Kirk Rd, Innovation Park, Templeton, 

CHRISTCHURCH 
 

The office is handily located on the southern 

outskirts of Christchurch, just off State Highway 1. 

We are only 10minutes from the airport. 

 

Our boardroom is available for meetings, and 

members are welcome to call in and re-charge a 

cell phone, make a fax, or just stop in for a coffee 

break when passing through Christchurch. Please 

let Tricia know if you wish to book the boardroom. 

 

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW CONTACT DETAILS: 

New PO Box 23143, Templeton 8445 

Ph:  (03) 349-8430 

Fax:  (03) 349 8436 

 

 

 

DIRECTIONS TO SEED INDUSTRY OFFICE, 185 KIRK ROAD, TEMPLETON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Meeting Schedule of NZGSTA Executive Council 
for 2016 
 
 

• 15th March – Seed Industry Office 

• 3rd May – Seed Industry Office 

• 26th July – Wellington including visit to MPI 

• 18th October – Brisbane, Australia 

• 24th November – Seed Industry Office 
Please advise Thomas Chin of any matters you wish to have 
discussed at a meeting. 
 


