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Grains Gain Ground 

New Zealand growers produced over 11% more grain in 2013 than in 2008, latest 

agricultural production data shows.  

 

More than 1.066 million tonnes of cereals was harvested in 2013 compared with 0.957 

million tonnes in 2008, according to new figures from Statistics NZ. 

 

The crops were produced on approximately 130,000 hectares in both seasons. 

 

Canterbury remains the country’s leading arable cropping province accounting for 62% of all 

cereal crops harvested in NZ.  Wheat and barley are also harvested in Otago, Southland, and 

Manawatu. 

 

The Waikato, Bay of Plenty, Gisborne, Hawkes Bay and Rangitikei are New Zealand’s key 

maize producing areas. 

 

Wheat was the leading cereal type with 448,000 tonnes harvested followed by 416,000 

tonnes of barley and 202,000 tonnes of maize grain. 

 

In terms of market share wheat accounted for 41% of the harvest (36% in 2008), barley 39% 

(43%) and maize grain 19% (21%). 

 

Thomas Chin, General Manager of the NZ Grain and Seed Trade Association, says the extra 

108,000 tonnes of cereals harvested over 2008 reflects a trend of increasing farm yields and 

reinforces arable farming’s contribution to the economies of Canterbury and NZ as a whole. 

 

“Alongside the pasture and vegetable crops grown for seed the arable industry is an 

absolutely vital part of primary production in NZ, both for human and animal consumption.” 

 

“Cereal crops are produced in the main for milling and malting and to meet an increasing 

demand as supplement feed in the livestock industry. Maize is also produced for the 

production of starch, human foods and animal consumption particularly dairy.” 

 

“As to the outlook for the 2014 harvest results farmers are good at working around the 

weather and yields are expected to be above average but probably back from the previous 

two seasons” said Chin. 

 

Notes for Editors: 

The New Zealand Grain & Seed Trade Association represents 75 companies comprising 

researchers, breeders, processors, distributors and traders of grain and seed. 
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