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Election of President and General Councillors 

There were no nominations received for President and 
the three General Councillors, other than the 
incumbents, who were all re-elected unopposed. 
 
Congratulations to President John Duncan, and General 
Councillors George Gerard,  Duncan Storrier and 
Stephen Tait . 

 

ORGANOPHOSPHATE AND CARBAMATE 

REASSESSMENT – New rules 

The Environmental Protection Agency has 

developed guidance material to explain the new 

rules following the plant protection 

organophosphate and carbamate reassessment. 

There are a series of factsheets for users of 

organophosphate and carbamate based 

insecticides. The factsheets have been published 

electronically on their website: 

www.epa.govt.nz/OPC/Pages/default.aspx  

 

EPA have also prepared an electronic document 

providing guidance on the new requirements for 

labels, safety data sheets and packaging for 

organophosphate and carbamate based 

insecticides. The documents can be viewed at: 

www.epa.govt.nz/Publications/OPCmanufacturers

_ and_importers.pdf 

 

SEED TREATMENTS – New guide 

The NZGSTA in conjunction with Agcarm 

(representing companies which make and 

distribute crop protection and animal health 

products) has launched an industry campaign to 

promote safe use of seed treatments and treated 

seed. 

 

The Guide to Seed Treatment Stewardship 

promotes the safe handling and management of 

treated seed, for the benefit of safety to people, 

insects, animals and the environment. 
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The guide also provides recommendations for 

processes such as: planting of treated seed; safe 

use of seed treatment product; safe handling and 

transport of seed; selection of treatment product; 

treated seed labelling; and storage of treated 

seed.  

 

The Guide can be viewed on the Association’s 

website at www.nzgsta.co.nz 

 

IMPORTERS WORKSHOP – Tuesday 3 December 

2013 – MPI Premises, 14 Sir William Pickering 

Drive  

Following the running of our successful “Export 

workshop”, the NZGSTA is intending to run a new 

half day (9am to 12:30pm – lunch will be 

provided) workshop for personnel involved in the 

administration and handling of documentation for 

the importation of seed. 

 

The “Import workshop” aims to walk relevant staff 

members through the different process related to: 

• Border control – permits required for 

small samples through to container lots 

• Quarantine 

• Cleaning of seed 

• Treatments 

• BACC transitional shipping/airfreight 

 

Our expert presenters will embellish each of the 

above areas with relevant case studies or specific 

examples such as dealing with noxious weed 

seeds to discovery of insect pests in a shipment of 

seed scenarios. 

 

The workshop will also include a presentation 

from the Margot Forde Germplasm centre where 

Zane Webber will cover off gene bank and release 

protocols/processes. Zane will also talk briefly 

about his recent trip to get seed into New Zealand 

 

 

 

 

MPI PLANT EXPORTS – Contact John Randall 

Until further notice MPI advises that JOHN 

RANDALL is our priority contact person within MPI 

Plant Exports on seed market access issues. John 

is filling in for Peter Johnson over the next 3 – 6 

months.  

POLITICS –Labour spokespersons 

New Labour leader David Cunliffe named his new 

shadow cabinet in late September. 

 

Of interest to the Seed Industry, Damien O’Connor 

was reconfirmed as the Primary Industries, Food 

Safety and Biosecurity spokesperson. 

 

New MP  Meka Whaitiri has landed the newly 

created water portfolio. She is also Associate 

Regional Development, Associate Local 

Government, Associate Primary Industries 

spokesperson. 

 

O’Connor and Shane Jones (responsible for 

Regional Development) sit on Parliament’s 

Primary Production Select Committee. 

 

NEW MPI DG – Martyn Dunne 

Martyn Dunne has been appointed as the new 

Director-General for Primary Industries and takes 

up his role on 18 November. 

 

Dunne replaces acting Director-General Scott 

Gallacher, who took up the role in July when the 

previous director-general, Wayne McNee, left for 

a role in the private sector. 

 

Dunne was previously New Zealand's High 

Commissioner to Australia and Comptroller of the 

NZ Customs Service. 

 

CHINA BRASSICAS - Update 

The Association was recently invited by MPI to 

provide further information to them on how New 

Zealand could control L maculans. The information 

was supplied and forms part of an official 

response and invitation to visit NZ sent from MPI 

to China’s Plant Protection & Quarantine Division, 

Department of Crop Production late last month. 

The division is part of their Ministry of Agriculture. 
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The information and visit by Chinese officials 

should hopefully help the resumption of brassica 

seed imports to China. Officials indicate that seed 

exports could be reinstated in time for next year’s 

production season. 

 

BLACKGRASS – Eradication and surveillance 

response plan 

The NZGSTA is working with a range of industry 

stakeholders (e.g. Ministry for Primary Industries, 

Federated Farmers, Foundation for Arable 

Research and E-Can) to implement an eradication 

plan to deal with a potential incursion of the black 

grass weed. 

 

A small amount of the seed was accidentally 

spilled between Ashburton and Methven in July. 

 

In October the spraying of the roadside and a 

visual surveillance program was commenced and 

will be maintained for up to three years. 

 

CONFERENCE 2013 – Thank you 

The Association’s annual conference was held in 

Wellington at the Rydges Hotel on 5-6 November. 

The event was well attended with 65 delegates 

and 11 partners.   Attendees received 

presentations from our sponsors and speakers 

including the Hon Nathan Guy, Minister of Primary 

Industries, Derek Wilson (Plant & Food Research) 

and Kevin Bryant of the Primary ITO. 

 

We would like to thank all sponsors for their 

generosity and their support of the Conference: 

• AsureQuality 

• Bayer 

• Mainfreight 

• BNZ 

• Textile Bag & Sack Co Ltd 

• BSAF 

• Ravensdown 

• Agriseeds 

• GVI Logistics 

• Toll  

• South Island Seed Dressing & Storage 

• PGG Wrightson 

 

 

SECTIONAL BUSINESS GROUP REPORTS  

as presented at 2013 AGM 

Grain Business Group Meeting: 

Barry McCarter noted the following items were 

raised at the section meeting held 5 November: 

• Traceability of feed stocks for end users – 

it was agreed we would get more 

information but not considered a burning 

issue at this point for many of our grain 

members. 

• Agreement that we need additional follow 

up on the issues around Maize Dwarf 

Mosaic Virus with MPI and will continue 

dialogue with MPI to finalise this. 

• Discussion on how the Association is 

delivering value to Grain Group Members 

so there is some room for thought there 

as well and I would comment if as a Grain 

Group Member you have issues or ideas 

that you think we should be picking up 

and running with then please feed them 

through to us and we will do what we can. 

• The election of Vice Chair for the Grain 

Business Group was Peter Burton so Peter 

thank you for putting your hand up and 

for adding your skills and expertise to the 

benefit of the group as a whole.  You have 

been around for a wee while and you 

have a great deal of skill and experience 

and importantly you have your feet on the 

ground in the Canterbury area which is 

important. 
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Forage & Turf Business Group Meeting: 

Brent Stirling/George Gerard noted the following 

items were raised at the section meeting held  5 

November: 

 
• Crop closing date changes. AsureQuality 

have sent one appendix change to SQMA 

for sign off and are in the process of 

completing and returning the next. These 

are planned to take effect on the 1st 

January 2014. 

 

• Seed certification review. A question 

arose as to the need for a review. A 

review would be expensive, who would 

pay and growers are complaining about 

the cost as it is. The scheme also does not 

currently include uncertified and 

vegetable seed crops so are these to be 

included going forward? 

 

 

• NZ Certification is overdue for a review 

and internationally the feedback is that 

we should be seen to be doing reviews 

regularly to maintain the high respect that 

it currently has. MPI has also been 

implicated in the rejection of exported 

seed lines where annual ryegrass 

contamination has been found and is 

concerned around its liability going 

forward. Currently there are gaps in the 

scheme where genetic purity could be 

compromised and not be able to be 

traced. This is particularly in the 

production steps between field inspection 

and seed cleaning. Recently laboratories 

have picked up issues with awned seed in 

perennial ryegrass seed lines. None of 

these lines had annual ryegrass identified 

during field inspection so where has the 

contamination arisen? 

 

• Export committee creation. The executive 

have decided against the creation of an 

Export committee as a new section. A 

member disagreed with this stance and 

felt it was unrealistic to have only three 

sections to represent such a diversity of 

members in this organisation. Another 

member stated that NZGSTA needed to be 

more proactive than reactive to issues. 

 

• Black grass incursion. Concern raised by 

Ashburton based members around the 

lack of information provided by the 

member responsible for the incursion. It 

was suggested that until the incursion was 

resolved, the member should stand down 

from all NZGSTA roles. A question arose 

from the respondent member seeking 

clarification on what this meant and if it 

was a fair and reasonable action given the 

way the incursion is controlled by MPI. 

The member proceeded to give some 

explanation of how MPI manages 

incursions and the role of the respondent 

who must follow strict protocols including 

what they can and cannot say in public. 

From an executive perspective it is 

important that the industry works closer 

with MPI by providing assistance when 

incursions occur that may affect the 

arable sector. This would ensure a quicker 

and more effective response. 

 

• GIA. On a related matter such incursions 

raise the importance of getting the 

Government  Industry Agreement  (GIA) in 

place to manage incursions. However, at 

present the NZGSTA is taking a wait and 

see approach based on legal advice. The 

issue is what liability affects may arise for 

individual members if the NZGSTA signs 

up on their behalf. There is an opportunity 
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to develop contingency plans for 

emergencies. An industry organisation 

such as NZGSTA is probably the best 

placed to do this. Debate has begun at 

executive level on how this can be done. 

 

Vegetable Seed Business Group Meeting: 

Mark Johnson noted the following items were 

raised at the section meeting held 5 November: 

• There seems to be more and more 

challenges with BACCs and clearance at 

the Border for many members and we are 

definitely taking that on board and looking 

forward into the coming year to do some 

more consultation and discussion with 

MPI around some of the issues that are 

happening at the border for many 

members so that was one of the key items 

that came out of the meeting and we will 

be following this up over the year ahead. 

• We had over 30 people turn up for the 

meeting yesterday and I thank you for 

your involvement in the meeting.  

Through the last year we have had a few 

section meetings and certainly going 

forward into the next year I can see there 

are going to be even more section 

meetings in various locations around the 

country to address specific issues in 

specific locations that people have so at 

this point thank you for your involvement 

and look forward to the next year. 

 

 

 

Services to Seed Business Group Meeting: 

Vincent Luisetti noted the following items were 

raised at the section meeting held 5 November: 

• The rodent problems are no longer 

apparent because of the recent EPA 

reinstatement of the very important 

chloropicrin chemical so all seed stores 

are now able to fumigate their stores once 

or twice a year and this shouldn’t be an 

issue anymore.  But it does emphasise the 

importance of having this chemical readily 

available and I have spoken to Thomas 

about that.   Our industry must continue 

to lobby to make sure this chemical never 

disappears. 

• At the Queenstown meeting there were 

complaints about pallet wrapping so I 

took these complaints to the NZ Seed 

Processors Association and their response 

they didn’t think there was no problem 

with pallet wrapping standards, more an 

isolated issue and there has been talk 

about a standard for pallet wrapping but 

this is fairly difficult because the pallet 

wrapping film we use is of different 

micron so some would require two or 

three wraps while some might require five 

or six so at this stage nothing has been 

proposed and the Seed Processors believe 

some of the problem is around the 

transport industry.  They believe they are 

loading onto the trucks in good condition 

and it is arriving at the other end in poor 

condition having in some situations being 

handled two or three times. 

• The increase in herbage seed lot size.  

Currently an ISTA protocol available for 

individual stores to increase their seed lot 

size from 10tonne to 25tonne which 

would be a huge cost savings for the 

industry and 3 of the bigger stores in 

Canterbury have analysed the cost savings 

over 1000tonne of certified seed and 

these cost savings have been between 

$13/$15,000.  Most of these cost savings 

would accrue to the grower who Is not 

paying for so many tests but conversely to 

that it’s going to cost somewhere 

between $10/$15000 for a seed process 

to go through the ISTA Protocols in order 

to be accredited to pack in 25tonne seed 

lots.  A lot of the benefit around that 

would be reducing the delays in seed 

testing.   At this stage seed processors are 

waiting for AsureQuality to give them a 

price of undertaking the ISTA Protocol in 

order to potentially expand that seed lot 

size.  

• Discussed expanding the seed lot size for 

cereals and pea seeds for NZ certification 
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only.  Seed Processors have had quite a 

few problems with regard to the delay 

and delivery of certified labels for seed.  

When the printer was in Lincoln we 

seemed to get them within 1 or 2 days, 

now 3 or 4 days from Palmerston North.  

Some investigation about seed processors 

printing their own tickets in their own 

store and this is very well supported by NZ 

Seed Processors and there is a small 

subcommittee investigating the feasibility 

of that system. 

• Seed Processors asked me to signal that 

ryegrass seed dressing losses this year 

have been unprecedented and as most 

stores charge on an outward weight basis 

there has been stores consequently where 

the profitability of seed dressing has been 

affected greatly and I am sure everyone 

will be pleased to know that potentially 

expect an increase in seed dressing 

charges.  

• That the seed processing industry were 

reviewing charges for sacks, they believe 

they should be charged wholesale price 

for sacks, the seed processor has to 

receive the sacks, unload them, take them 

out of the bale, brand them in many 

instances and charge the grower for them 

so that is not a service we do for nothing 

and please don’t charge seed processors 

retail price for sacks.  

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Meeting Schedule of NZGSTA 
Executive Council for 2014 
 

- 21 January – 185 Kirk Road 
- 18 March – 185 Kirk Road 
- 13 May – 185 Kirk Road 
- 15 & 16 July – Wellington 
- 18 September – 185 Kirk Road 
- 2 December - Dunedin 

 
Please advise Thomas Chin of any matters 
you wish to have discussed at a meeting. 

 


