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Waikato Regional Council - Healthy Rivers
On 6 March the Waikato Regional Council closed
public consultations on its plan on how to improve
the water quality for the Waikato River.

Of interest to the Association, the Plan proposed a
no cultivation rule within 5metres of a water body
and for land with a slope greater than 15 degrees.
With a number of Association members operating
in the Waikato region the Association filed a
written submission voicing its concern that the
proposed rules would significantly and negatively
impact arable and mixed cropping activities in the
Waikato.
The submission can be viewed here:
http://www.nzgsta.co.nz/whats-new/

Vegetable Code of Practice
At Conference 2017 delegates endorsed the
revised Voluntary Code of Practice For Vegetable
Seed for Sowing. A code committee are finalising
some administrative details and the Association
will shortly advise when it will accept company
applications.
The Code can be viewed at:
http://www.nzgsta.co.nz/about-us/voluntary-
code-of-practice/

Hemp seed decision due
On 28 April 2017, the Australia and New Zealand
Ministerial Forum on Food Regulation (the Forum)
will consider new research evaluating the impact
of the consumption of low-THC hemp as a food in
regards to random drug testing protocols in use in
Australia. The research will assist the decision
seeking to permit the use of low-THC hemp as a
food.

New Zealand (and Australian) legislation currently
prohibit the sale of low-THC hemp as a food.
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Regional Council - Healthy Rivers
On 6 March the Waikato Regional Council closed public
consultations on its plan on how to improve the water
quality for the Waikato.

Of interest to the Association, the Plan proposed a no
cultivation rule within 5metres of a waterbody and for
land with a slope greater than 15 degrees. With a number
of Association members operating in the Waikato region
the Association filed a written submission voicing its
concern that the proposed rules would significantly and
negatively impact arable and mixed cropping activities in
the Waikato.

The submission can be viewed here:
http://www.nzgsta.co.nz/whats-new/

Vegetable Code of Practice
At Conference 2017 delegates endorsed the revised
Voluntary Code of Practice For Vegetable Seed for
Sowing. A code committee are finalising some
administrative details and the Association will shortly
advise when it will accept company applications.

The Code can be viewed at:
http://www.nzgsta.co.nz/about-us/voluntary-code-of-
practice/
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Review of the Plant Variety Rights (PVR) Act
Late last year the Government agreed to
commence a review of the PVR Act 1987.

In early March the Ministry of Business,
Innovation and Employment (MBIE) began stage
one of the review involving two streams of
technical, targeted workshops with key industry
stakeholders, and Māori/iwi experts on
intellectual property and plant variety rights.

The workshops will inform the development of
substantive proposals for the second stage of
engagement, which will be a formal, public
consultation process (the timing of which has yet
to be determined).

What is the Plant Variety Rights Act 1987?
Legislation that encourages investment in the
development of new plant varieties by providing
proprietary rights to breeders and developers for
20 or 23 years. The grant of a plant variety right
provides the exclusive right to sell and collect any
royalties on seed or reproductive material of the
variety.

MPI Consultations
Pelleted seed
On 14 March MPI commenced consultations with
industry members on proposed measures for all
pelleted and beta vulgaris seed for sowing
imported into NZ.

Currently industry members are operating under
urgent import measures implemented in July 2016
in response to the detection of the Velvet leaf
weed pest.

Pelleted seed consignments are currently
categorised into three groups (arable crops,
vegetable crops and greenhouse crops) based on
the based on the risks posed.

Fumigation on Pisum seeds
On 13 March MPI closed their consultation on
proposed amendments to Import Health Standard
155.02.05 (seeds for sowing) and requirements for
pea seed imports.

In summary, MPI proposed:
 Removing the pea soak testing

requirement and that

 All lots of pea seed imported into New
Zealand be fumigated with Methyl
Bromide or alternatively Phosphine

WTO notifications: Chile – wheat seed
Chile is considering changes to their plant import
requirements for seeds of Wheat (Triticum
aestivum and Triticum durum). Specifically, they
will recognise Wheat Streak Mosaic Virus (WSMV)
as a quarantine pest and the following additional
declaration will be required:

“The shipment comes from a seed field that was
inspected during the period of active growth, and
in the case of finding symptoms was analysed
(indicate diagnostic technique) and found free of
Wheat streak mosaic virus (WSMV)”.

The proposed implementation date is 1 October
2017

Blackgrass 2016/17
In January the black-grass weed pest was found
growing on three farms in mid Canterbury and
was destroyed. The most likely source of the weed
is understood to be from a consignment of
ryegrass imported in 2007 before the weed was
entered onto the prohibited list.

Assure Quality and MPI continue to monitor the
outbreak site. MPI says the spread was minimal
and confined to limited areas.

Red clover case bearer moth
MPI identified the Red clover case bearer moth
pest late last year in the Auckland area. MPI has
informed industry stakeholders that it would not
mount a response as the moth is considered to be
widespread throughout NZ and is likely to have
been present here for some time. It is also
extremely difficult to identify this moth from other
case bearer moths already in NZ and the likelihood
of spread and establishment is considered high
and movement control systems are unlikely to
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contain or slow spread. RCCBM appears to only
affect red clover seed crops.

IHS for Cucurbitaceae seeds for sowing
MPI has issued new importing measures for
Cucumber green mottle mosaic virus (CGMMV)
and Kyuri green mottle mosaic virus (KGMMV) for
importation of Cucurbitaceae seeds from all
countries in the Import Health Standard
155.02.05: Seeds for Sowing.

Grains forum 19 September 2017
The Association is finalising the Grains Forum 2017
programme.

The NZGSTA will host a half day workshop, 9.00am
to 3pm on Thursday 19 September 2017, in
Christchurch, and you are invited to attend.

Further details will follow in due course, but the
forum will have 8 different speakers on:

 Global tends & outlook

 Grain trader perspectives

 Farmer perspectives

 Poultry industry perspectives

 Malting industry perspectives

 Pork industry perspectives

 Grain quality/animal nutrition
perspectives

 Shipping & transport opportunities

 There will be no charge for attending the
workshop.

A registration flyer will be available shortly
on: www.nzgsta.co.nz. Or more information can
be received by contacting
tricia.radford@seedindustrynz.co.nz

2017 NZGSTA Conference - Wellington
“Seeds of change” is the theme for this year’s
annual conference in Wellington.

We have a line-up of experts in their fields to
address the Conference and their knowledge will
be vital to the development of ideas in the
conference.

The NZGSTA Conference will be held 18-19
October 2017 at the Rydges Hotel, Wellington;
with Field Trips arranged for the morning of Friday
20th [NB: Monday 23 October is Labour Day public
holiday].

A registration flyer will be issued in April to all
members and will also be available on our
website: www.nzgsta.co.nz.   For more
information please contact
tricia.radford@seedindustrynz.co.nz

Election Day: 23 September
The general election will be held on September 23
2017.

Recapping last year’s Cabinet reshuffle under Bill
English, the following Ministers have portfolio
responsibilities relevant to our sector interests:

 Hon Nathan Guy - Primary Industries

 Hon Louise Upston - Minister of
Corrections, Associate Primary Industries

 Hon Jacqui Dean - Commerce (responsible
for IPR matters)

 Hon David Bennett - Food Safety

Centennial book project pledges
“The book project, depicting 150 years of NZ’s
seed industry as seen through 100 years of
NZGSTA is well underway. The writer is advanced
in his research and we are in the process of
selecting photographs, mainly from a
photographer within the New Zealand Seed
industry.
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The Executive has determined that a simple
pledge system would be ideal, where members
themselves determine how much they would like
to contribute.

In return, the member will be named in the book
as having made a financial contribution in
support of this project.

The executive is hoping to raise an amount of
around $50,000 and to date we have received
$15,000.

If you would like to contribute and be part of the
Seed Industry History over the past 100 years,
please send your pledge to us this week.

Our timeframe is on track and we expect to be in
production the first quarter of 2018 to be able to
launch at the 2018 Conference in October next
year.

DIRECTIONS TO SEED INDUSTRY OFFICE,
185 KIRK ROAD, TEMPLETON

SEED INDUSTRY OFFICE –
Available for members’ use
The Seed Industry Office is located at:
185 Kirk Road, Innovation Park,
Templeton, CHRISTCHURCH

The office is handily located on the southern
outskirts of Christchurch, just off State Highway 1.
We are only 10minutes from the airport.

Our boardroom is available for meetings, and
members are welcome to call in and re-charge a
cell phone, make a fax, or just stop in for a coffee
break when passing through Christchurch. Please
let Tricia know if you wish to book the boardroom.

PLEASE NOTE OUR CONTACT DETAILS:
PO Box 23143, Templeton 8445
Ph: (03) 349-8430
Fax: (03) 349 8436

Meeting Schedule of NZGSTA Executive Council
for 2017

 11th May 2017 – Seed Industry Office
 25th July 2017 – Wellington
 17th Oct 2017 – AGM & Conference –

Rydges Hotel, Wellington
Please advise Thomas Chin of any matters you wish to have
discussed at a meeting.


