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ARABLE ECONOMIC PERFORMANCE
New Zealand crops pump nearly $1.8 billion a year
into our economy.

An economic impact report on NZ’s arable sector
was prepared by analysts Business and Economic
Research (BERL) for the Arable Food Industry
Council (AFIC).

In 2015 arable production injected over $750
million directly into the NZ economy. Close to
10,000 New Zealanders are employed full time the
arable industry.

Over 131,000 hectares of grain were harvested in
2015. Barley and wheat made up the largest share
of grain crops harvested at approximately 50,000
and 64,000 ha respectively

A wide range of varieties of high value seed are
produced in NZ, with grass seed worth $78m last
year; vegetable seeds, especially carrot and radish,
$57m and legumes, mainly white clover, $25m.

Total value of sales generated by the seed
industry, including upstream sales, was over
$500m.

Forage brassicas cover the largest area of any crop
in NZ, with 300,000 ha grown from seed produced
in NZ to provide supplementary feed for livestock.

In 2015 the grain and seed sector earned NZ
$170m in exports.

The BERL report can be viewed at: www.afic.co.nz
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This newsletter covers the following items of interest:
 Arable economic performance

 Valuable plant species: Rye grass & clover

 2016 NZGSTA Conference – Wrap up

 Vegetable Code of Practice

 New Bag Logo

 Revised Grains Quality Standards in the

Handbook

 PVR Act reform -update

 2017 NZGSTA Conference – Wellington

 Centennial  book project pledges

 New NZGSTA Members

 Seed Industry Office contact details

 New grain transport rules reduce spillage risk
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VALUABLE PLANT SPECIES
MPI has released a report “How valuable is that
plant species? Application of a method for
enumerating the contribution of selected plant
species to New Zealand's GDP”. The paper
estimates the economic value of some plant
species that are important to the country. The
report covers 65 plant species in New Zealand.

Of interest to the Association are the following
economic values:

Top 5 species
1 Ryegrass $14,557,293,164
2 Clover (Red & White) $2,334,223,352
3 Pinus radiata $4,454,100,000
4 Kiwifruit $807,161,622
5 Grapes $755,789,961

Top 5 species - Pastoral
1 Ryegrass $14,557,293,164
2 Clover (Red & White) $2,334,223,352
3 Chicory $45,316,023
4 Lucerne $45,136,476
5 Plantain $44,264,824

Top 4 species – Arable sector
1 Wheat $468,596,271
2 Barley $333,960,053
3 Oats $48,887,454
4 Rye $21,352,511

Other species – Multiple sectors
Maize silage $577,084,398
Brassica for fodder $496,322,333
Peas $111,678,548
Maize grain $104,277,520

The report: can be viewed at:
http://mpi.govt.nz/news-and-
resources/publications/

2016 NZGSTA CONFERENCE – WRAP UP
2016 saw our first overseas conference with over
100 attendees. Brisbane provided us a fantastic
venue and many of our delegates and partners
enjoyed the NZ Labour Day holiday in Queensland.

The location this year at the Hilton, Brisbane was a
fantastic choice.  The facilities were exceptional
and certainly the cupcakes were delicious!

We acknowledge all our sponsors and exhibitors:
BNZ, AsureQuality, Mainfreight, Bayer, Textile Bag
& Sack, BASF, Snell, Dan Cosgrove 2014 Ltd,
Tradefog International, Mediterranean Shipping
Co. GVI Logistics Toll NZ Agriseeds, Staples
Rodway, Monstanto and PGG Wrightson Seeds.

Our sponsor presenters: BNZ Phin Ziebell from
NAB; for Mainfreight Suart Bryson and Bill Brown
and for Bayer Scott Hanson.

And our speakers: Garry Fullelove, Prof. Robert
Henry, Stephen Blair, Peter Langridge, Michelle
Broom, Bill Fuller, Greg Fraser, John Randall and
Kathryn Hurr

We were delighted to acknowledge our
Octogenarian seeds men – Ross Smith and Max
Luisetti.  (photos on front page of this newsletter)

A few photos taken at the NZGSTA Conference
Cocktail Party – you can view and download more
by going to http://www.nzgsta.co.nz/photo-
gallery/
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Executive Council 2016/17
At the Conference AGM it was announced the
Executive Council for the coming term would be
comprised of:

 Barry McCarter – President
 George Gerard – Vice President
 John Duncan – Immediate President
 Craig Graham
 Evan Johnson (Section Chair - Services to

Seed)
 Peter Burton (Section Chair – Grains)
 Callum Davidson (Section Chair – Forage &

Turf
 Mark Johnson (Section Chair – Vegetable)

Brent Stirling did not seek re-election after serving
over 20 years on the Executive Council. Barry is
here seen thanking Brent for his commitment and
significant input over this period of time.

We look forward to bringing the same energy to
Wellington in October 2017.

The field trip to Tiger Prawn Farm and Beenleigh
Distillery was a great day out, particularly the
prawn tasting.

VEGETABLE SEED CODE OF PRACTICE UPDATE
At the Vegetable Seed Business Group meeting
section members endorsed the revised “Voluntary
Code of Practice for Vegetable Seed for Sowing”
(see http://www.nzgsta.co.nz/about-us/voluntary-
code-of-practice/ The document was
subsequently adopted at the AGM and the Code
and its auditing processes is expected to
commence from 1 February 2017.

Management of the Code will be vested in a
NZGSTA Code of Practice Committee, comprising:

 1 nominee from the NZGSTA Executive
Council (excluding the Chair of the
Vegetable Seed Business Group)

 NZGTSA General Manager
 3 Nominees from the Vegetable Seed

Business Group
Any member from the Vegetable Seed Business
Group who may wish to be on the Committee
should advise their nomination to the Seed
Industry Office,
tricia.radford@seedindustrynz.co.nz
by 31 December 2016.
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BAG LOGO
A modernised design of the seed export bag logo
was adopted at the AGM.

The logo is available for use by bag companies,
effective immediately and the electronic file can
be officially obtained from the Seed Industry
Office by contacting
tricia.radford@seedindustrynz.co.nz.

A small annual fee for use of the logo will be
applicable.

REVISED GRAINS QUALITY STANDARDS
To get the best out of our grains the NZGSTA has
updated the quality standards used in the trade by
merchants through its “NZ Permanent Grades”.

The updated handbook will be sent to companies
with the renewed membership certificate this
week and extra copies will be available from the
Seed Industry Office.

PVR ACT REFORM - UPDATE
The Government has advised that reform of the
Plant Variety Rights Act is on their work plan for
2017 and that planning for the review of the
legislation would proceed regardless of the
outcome of the international TPP developments.

It is understood that in the coming months MBIE
will initiate consultation with industry
stakeholders and Maori (on Wai 262 treaty issues)

The consultation process would be informed via
“Technical Workshops” (to identify technical
issues). The expected timing is for late Feb17 to
Apr17.

Following the workshops a discussion document
would be issued. The expected timing is thought
to be mid-2017. Public input would then be invited
(a period of 8 weeks is likely. However the length
of this period is to be confirmed).

Feedback from the discussion document would be
used to inform the drafting of new legislation.
Draft legislation would most likely be examined by
Parliament’s Primary Production Select Committee
and under a best case time scenario, new
legislation could be in place by the end of 2019.

Elsewhere of relevance, it is noted that
Parliament’s Foreign Affairs select committee has
tabled its report and recommendations on the TPP
Bill which are due to be debated later this week.
Also, US Presidential elections, affecting the ability
to bring the global TPP agreement to fruition is
due to be held on 8 November.

2017 NZGSTA CONFERENCE – GETTING READY
FOR “SEEDS OF CHANGE”
We have started preparations for the NZGSTA
Annual Conference 2017.
Conference will be held in WELLINGTON.  We will
confirm dates and location in the new year.

CENTENNIAL BOOK PROJECT PLEDGES
“The book project, depicting 150 years of NZ’s
seed industry as seen through 100 years of
NZGSTA is well underway. The writer is advanced
in his research and by the end of the year we will
begin to gather photographs for the book.

A number of members have been asking how they
can support this project as it does need the
financial support of members.
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The Executive has determined that a simple
pledge system would be ideal, where members
themselves determine how much they would like
to contribute.
In return, the member will be named in the book
as having made a financial contribution in
support of this project.

The pledges should be at a minimum of $1,000.
There will be no maximum amount, but the
executive reserve the right to return any excess
portion of a contribution back to the member
concerned if the project costs are oversubscribed.

The executive is hoping to raise an amount of
around $50,000.

The book project “team” is aiming at a book that
will bear recognition of the last 100 years of
NZGSTA in a manner that all members will be
proud of.”

Please contact the seed industry office for a copy
of the pledge form.
tricia.radford@seedindustrynz.co.nz.

NEW NZGSTA MEMBERS
The Association is the national trade body
comprising around 80 member companies. Its
members are involved in a range of activities
including: research and development, seed
production, seed multiplication, seed processing
and sales and marketing.

The Association is working to foster the best
business environment for our grain and seed
industry members.

We are pleased to announce 3 new companies
who have applied to join the NZGSTA.

All members are being notified of these
applications here through this newsletter.

They are:
AgFirst – an agricultural, horticultural and
agricultural engineering company whose focus is
to provide services which help clients achieve their

objectives.  They aim to add value to their clients
business be it farmer or agribusiness, helping to
develop their clients visions and goals, establish
business plans and provide innovative and
constructive solutions to their business.

Ariki Seeds – a vegetable seed production who
provide their customers with the highest
achievable produce and service

Techncolour – a chemicals importer/distribution
company who provide comprehensive tech
support for their range of products and maintain
constant attention to customer needs.

NEW GRAIN TRANSPORT RULES REDUCE
SPILLAGE RISK
New MPI rules for transporting imported grain will
reduce spillage risk. Under the new requirements,
trucking companies used by certified importers
must complete a biosecurity checklist and gain
approval by the company before transporting bulk
grain. The list includes various requirements to
contain grain securely and checks to ensure the
truck is clean after discharge. The completed
checklist, including records of any clearance
checks, must be retained in the vehicle at all times
and forwarded to MPI once the trip is finished.
Truck routes will also be monitored using satellite
tracking and unannounced verification checks.
MPI has introduced a minimum of one random
annual verification check for importers that
transport grain between ports and transitional
facilities. And there are now two random checks
for grain movements between transitional
facilities.

For importers that do not undertake grain
movements between transitional facilities, there
will be a minimum of two random surveillance
verifications for travel between ports and
facilities. MPI will charge the importer for the
costs of the checks for port-to-transitional facility
movements. We will charge the facility from
where the grain moves for checks relating to
movement between facilities.
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SEED INDUSTRY OFFICE –
Available for members’ use
The Seed Industry Office is located at:
185 Kirk Rd, Innovation Park, Templeton,
CHRISTCHURCH

The office is handily located on the southern
outskirts of Christchurch, just off State Highway 1.
We are only 10minutes from the airport.

Our boardroom is available for meetings, and
members are welcome to call in and re-charge a
cell phone, make a fax, or just stop in for a coffee
break when passing through Christchurch. Please
let Tricia know if you wish to book the boardroom.

PLEASE NOTE OUR CONTACT DETAILS:
PO Box 23143, Templeton 8445
Ph: (03) 349-8430
Fax: (03) 349 8436

DIRECTIONS TO SEED INDUSTRY OFFICE, 185 KIRK ROAD, TEMPLETON

Meeting Schedule of NZGSTA Executive Council
for 2017

 26 January 2017 – Seed Industry Office
 16th March 2017 – Seed Industry Office
 25th May 2017 – Seed Industry Office
 25th July 2017 – Wellington
 Sept/Oct 2017 – AGM – Date to be advised

Please advise Thomas Chin of any matters you wish to have
discussed at a meeting.


