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Export container weights 

To avoid overloaded containers ships will not be 

able to accept export containers that have not had 

their total weight verified. 

 

From the beginning of July Maritime NZ is 

requiring all New Zealand international shippers to 

provide the verified gross mass of the container 

before loading. If it does not, then the container will 

not be loaded. 
 

Shippers are expecting containers to weigh not 

more than 30 tonnes. 

 

Maritime NZ says the organisation responsible for 

final packing of the container - the "last person to 

close the door" - will be generally responsible for 

checking the weight. 

 

MPI MAO contracts revised 

MPI has advised that its standards and the 

contract of approval for plant export 

phytosanitary certification (the new standards 

came into effect on 1 June 2015) has been 

updated (taking into account industry feedback) 

and is now available on their website 

(http://www.mpi.govt.nz/law-and-

policy/requirements/plant-exports-certification-

standards/). 

 

Changes primarily relate to the Intellectual 

Property and Warranty clauses. MPI-Approved 

Organisations (MAOs) who wish to update their 

contract should provide their independent 

verification agency (IVA) with two signed copies of 

the updated contract. IVAs will pass this on to MPI 

for signing. 

 

New rules for transitional quarantine facilities 

Last month MPI introduced new rules, effective 

from December, for approved transitional 

quarantine facilities. 

 

The rules will affect those commercial operations 

that import or hold imported seed for sowing for 

biosecurity inspection. 
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This newsletter covers the following items of interest: 

 

• Export container weights 

• MPI MAO contracts revised 

• New rules for transitional quarantine facilities 

• Situation and Outlook for Primary Industries 

(SOPI) 

• Velvet leaf incursion 

• Pea weevil incursion 

• Black-grass incursion 2016 

• TPP Bill – PVR update delayed 

• 1 million tonnes of grain harvested 

• GIA update 

• TPP Ratification process 

• Workshop series: Grains forum 15 September 

2016 

• Register for 2016 NZGSTA Conference 19-21 

October, Hilton Hotel, Brisbane 

• Seed Industry Office contact details 
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Amongst a range of rules MPI has  

• substantially increased the amount and 

structure of training required by facility 

operators and accredited staff – for 

example, they will now have to undergo 

retraining every two years 

• imposed a new requirement for specialist 

training in checking containers that arrive 

by air for biosecurity contaminants and 

pests 

• increased the auditing requirements, 

including requiring all internal audits to be 

lodged with MPI and increasing external 

audits of high risk facilities 

 

The new rules have been imposed to try and stop 

unwanted pests or diseases arriving in New 

Zealand. 

 

MPI says that facilities have six months to be in 

compliance with the new rules. After that, some 

TFs may be deregistered. 

 

Further details are available at:  

www.mpi.govt.nz/news-and-resources/media-

releases/stricter-rules-for-quarantine-facilities/ 

 

Situation and Outlook for Primary Industries 

(SOPI) 

MPIs Situation and Outlook for Primary Industries 

(SOPI) 2016, released in June, says the outlook for 

New Zealand primary industries is positive with 

strong growth forecast across most sectors. 

 

For the arable sector, SOPI noted: 

• Good outlook for vegetable seeds, with 

increased demand for global food 

production and New Zealand’s good 

supply reputation contributing to higher 

prices. 

• The 2015/16 season produced average 

crop yields and prices for domestic feed 

grains have been poor due to the 

downturn in the dairy sector and 

abundant international supply. 

• Overall, arable sector export revenue is 

expected to grow 14 percent to $202 

million this year and to have climbed to 

$243 million in 2020. 

 

SOPI is available at: https://mpi.govt.nz/news-

and-resources/ 

 

Velvet leaf incursion 

MPI reports that there have been over 250 

positive detections of velvetleaf. The vast majority 

are in in Canterbury, Otago and Southland. Six 

fodder beet seed lines have been detected to be 

contaminated with velvetleaf. These are: 

• Kyros DNK -16UB128 

• Bangor DNK-15UB079 

• Bangor DNK- 16UB126 

• Bangor DNK- 16UB114 

• Feldherr DNK-16UB131 

• Troya DNK-16UB112  

 

All are seed lines sourced from Italy and imported 

by the same importer. All lines were certified as 

meeting MPIs biosecurity requirements by Danish 

authorities. MPI are currently working through a 

long term management plan and the response 

activity that may be required in the coming 

months.  

 

Separately, senior MPI officials visited European 

fodder beet production areas and processing last 

month and will consult with industry in the coming 

weeks on revised import health standards for 

fodder beet and on the current emergency 

measures (related to testing and sampling) for the 

importation of pelleted seed. 
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Pea weevil incursion 

In May MPI reported a pea weevil incursion, 

infecting pea crops in the Wairarapa. The source 

was from American pea seed. MPI in consultation 

with NZGSTA and growers has implemented a 

strategy to eradicate the pest. 

 

Various activities or actions are underway: 

• A number of seed stores and warehouses 

have been contacted and requested to 

check pea inventories for pea weevil 

• MPI investigating the movement of pea 

straw from the Wairarapa to other NZ 

regions 

• MPI held a briefing meeting for Wairarapa 

growers in mid-June 

• A Technical Advisory Group has been 

formed by MPI and has met to generate 

an eradication plan including a regional 

ban on growing peas in the Wairarapa 

area for the next 2 years and movement 

controls to stop the weevil spreading to 

other regions 

• The eradication plan is to be considered 

by a Governance Group (comprising MPI, 

grower and industry representatives) 

 

Whilst pea weevil can fly 5km (or more) from the 

source crop to another it is currently confined to 

the Wairarapa. It can however be transported 

further afield via pea straw, feed or seed. 

 

Black-grass incursion 2016 

MPI reports that investigations into the recent 

detection of black-grass continue, and no further 

seeds have been detected. A total of 5 seeds had 

been detected in a 63t export lot of Nui ryegrass 

seed. 

 

MPI has placed an export-only directive on this 

consignment.  

 

A working group comprised of MPI, industry, and 

regional council staff will meet later this month to 

discuss the best options for this coming spring and 

how to help prevent any further black-grass 

incursions. 

 

TPP Bill – PVR update delayed 

The Bill to make domestic legislative changes 

required to comply with New Zealand’s obligations 

in the Trans-Pacific Partnership was tabled in 

Parliament on 12 May and referred to the Foreign 

Affairs Select Committee for examination. The 

committee’s report to Parliament is due to be filed 

on 12 November 2016. 

 

Despite lobbying by the grain and seed sector and 

others, the Bill does not include changes related to 

plant variety rights. That is specifically, ratifying 

the international agreement known as UPOV91 

(which gives plant breeders additional rights to 

protect their intellectual property) as New Zealand 

has a three year period following entry into force 

to implement. Reform of the PVR Act remains 

inextricably tied up with consultations that are yet 

to be held with Maori on their flora and fauna 

Waitangi treaty claims. 

 

The TPP could come into force by late 2017/early 

2018, once USA, Japan and others have completed 

their respective domestic processes necessary to 

ratify the agreement. 

 

1 million tonnes of grain harvested 

Statistics NZ 2015 Agricultural Production Survey 

final result shows that, for the year ending June 

2015, there were 1 Million tonnes of grain 

harvested. 

 

Wheat 

For the year ending 30 June 2015, 47,700 hectares 

of wheat was harvested, down 1 percent from 

2014. The total harvest was 414,000 tonnes, 

relatively unchanged from 2014. The average yield 

for wheat in 2015 was similar to the 2014 average 

(8.7 tonnes per hectare). 
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Barley 

For the year ended 30 June 2015, 64,200 hectares 

of barley was harvested, up 4,800 hectares from 

2014. The total tonnage produced increased to 

437,100 tonnes, up 31,400 tonnes (8 percent) 

from 2014. The average yield for barley in 2015 

was 6.8 tonnes per hectare, no change from 2014. 

 

GIA update 

Last month it was announced that NZ KiwiBerry 

Growers Incorporated (NZKBG) has become the 

latest industry partner to join the Government 

Industry Agreement (GIA) biosecurity partnership 

 

The GIA means industry working in partnership 

with the Government, having joint decision 

making contributing their time, expertise, and 

resources to achieve better biosecurity outcomes. 

 

In May the GIA Secretariat announced the 

Government and some horticulture groups had 

signed up to an operational agreement, to keep 

New Zealand free from fruit fly. 

 

Operational agreements provide the detailed 

contractual arrangements of how industry and 

government will work together on readiness and 

response activities, associated decision rights and 

cost-sharing arrangements. 

 

Signatories to the agreement are Pipfruit NZ, 

Kiwifruit Vine Health, New Zealand Avocado 

Growers’ Association Inc., New Zealand Citrus 

Growers’ Inc.  

 

Elsewhere, the arable industry’s is continuing 

discussions with its partners (Foundation for 

Arable Research, Federated Farmers Arable 

Group, Feed Manufacturers Association, Flour 

Millers Association & the NZGTSA) to forward the 

Seed and Grain Readiness and Response NZ entity 

to sign the GIA deed with the Government. 

 

 

 

 

 

Workshop series: Grains Forum 15 September 

2016 

As mentioned in the last newsletter the NZGSTA is 

running a series of informative workshops this 

year. 

 

They are designed to expose member companies 

staff members to insights and ideas of some of the 

best industry experts within the NZGSTA and from 

outside organisations. 

 

In June we ran an EXPORTING SEED LOGISTICS 

workshop attended by 45 participants. The 

workshop was presented by Evan Johnson and he 

was ably assisted with expert commentary and 

advice from Mark Clibborn, Carolyn Thornley and 

Steve Pugh. 

 

 
 

On 14th July, a workshop was held on plant variety 

rights and how it relates to the trading of seed. 

Our expert presenter was Chris Barnaby, Assistant 

Commissioner, from the Intellectual Property 

Office of New Zealand. There were also 

presentations from the MBIE PVRO call centre; 

Julie Hyde from AQ provided insights into the 

practical and testing requirements for PVR and 

Glen Jarvis ran through a fascinating case study 

involving the protecting of varieties. The session 

was targeted at seed company representatives; 

export, production, and R&D staff members. 

 

And the Association will host (at the Seed Industry 

Office, Templeton) a half-day GRAINS FORUM 

2016 which will explore market trends, challenges 

and opportunities for the industry, on 15 

September 2016. We have a range of speakers, 
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experts and representatives from Rabobank, NZX 

Agri, NZ Feed Manufacturers Association, NZ Flour 

Millers Association and Federated Farmers. Forum 

proceedings and a panel discussion will be 

facilitated by industry consultant, Tony Zwart. 

 

Further Forum information will be emailed to 

members in the coming days as well as 

registration details. 

 

CONFERENCE 2016 – BRISBANE AUSTRALIA   

 

 

REGISTER TODAY – 19-21 October, Hilton 

Hotel, Brisbane, Australia 

 

There has been a great response so far to the 

registrations for the NZGSTA Annual Conference  

in Brisbane on 19-21 October 2016.  

 

We have a number of speakers, experts in their 

fields, to provide delegates an insight into a range 

of key industry issues such as Peter Langridge 

University of Adelaide, Stephen Blair  from NZ 

Trade & Enterprise and Michelle Broom from 

Grains & Legumes Nutrition Council.   

 

We are very pleased to have the Hon. Leanne 

Donaldson MP, Queensland Minister for 

Agriculture and Fisheries to give the opening 

address. 

 

 

This will be followed by the popular cocktail 

function and a finale dinner with Aussie style 

entertainment 

 

As always the Conference presents optional field 

trips; 

to the coast to visit Tiger Prawn Farming, enjoy 

lunch at a historic pub before continuing onto a 

famous Rum Distillery.  Lots to see and taste on 

this field trip. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B2B Trading and Meetings Allocated Time  

We have taken on board a suggestion from the 

ASF in having some allocated trading and meeting 

time for New Zealand seed businesses and 

Australian seed businesses given it would be a 

good opportunity with the conference being held 

in Brisbane. 

 

A Function room has been allocated for Trading/ 

Meeting time for companies to hold meetings with 

each other and discuss business opportunities in 

both Australia and New Zealand.  The room is 

available from Wednesday 19th and Thursday 20th.  

Meetings can be booked direct between delegates 

once you have registered and received the 

delegate contact list. 

 

Register for the Conference today.    More 

information is available on the NZGSTA website: 

www.nzgsta.co.nz, or by contacting Tricia Radford: 

tricia.radford@seedindustrynz.co.nz 
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SEED INDUSTRY OFFICE –  

Available for members’ use 
The Seed Industry Office is located at: 

 

185 Kirk Rd, Innovation Park, Templeton, 

CHRISTCHURCH 
 

The office is handily located on the southern 

outskirts of Christchurch, just off State Highway 1. 

We are only 10minutes from the airport. 

 

 

Our boardroom is available for meetings, and 

members are welcome to call in and re-charge a 

cell phone, make a fax, or just stop in for a coffee 

break when passing through Christchurch. Please 

let Tricia know if you wish to book the boardroom. 

 

PLEASE NOTE OUR CONTACT DETAILS: 

PO Box 23143, Templeton 8445 

Ph:  (03) 349-8430 

Fax:  (03) 349 8436 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DIRECTIONS TO SEED INDUSTRY OFFICE, 185 KIRK ROAD, TEMPLETON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Schedule of NZGSTA Executive Council 
for 2016 

• 18 October – Brisbane, Australia 

• 24 November, Seed Industry Office (if 
required) 

Please advise Thomas Chin of any matters you wish to have 
discussed at a meeting. 
 
 
 


